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Preface

Parts of the translation ef this shert history have appeared re-
cently in the weekly newspaper, “Svit”, organ ef the Russian
Orthedox Catholic Mutual Aid Seciety of Wilkes-Barre, Penn-
sylvania, and about a vear age in *‘Karpatska Rus' 7 eof Yonkers,
New York, a weekly publication of the Lemke Associatien ef the
United States and Canada, an educational and cultural society.

Manyv of the descendants of the more than 500,000 Carpatho-
Russians who came to the United States and Canada repert that
they need works such as this so that their children, second and
third generation Americans, mav learn the history of their an-
cesters. This werk, then, is dedicated to all the immigrants from
Karpatska Rus’, Ped-Karpatska Rus’, and Galician Rus’, geo-
graphically clese te each other.

Special hener is due te the laie Br. Simeen Pysh, author ef
this brief histery. Se learned a man, a linguist among other
things, ceuld have had a professer’s chair and thus presuge and
security befere the age of thirty. But instead he resolved to devote
his life, and services to his Carpathe-Russian peeple, his be-
leved “Lemkos’”. Such sacrifice and devotion will always be
remembered.

Lastly, I wish to thank mv brother Peter, who tvped the manu-
script, found a publisher, and 100k cae of all the administrative
details afterwards.

ANDRFW ], YURKOVSKY



Br.Simeen S. Pysh

Br. Simeen S. Pysh was bern en February 14, 1894, in a peasant
family in the village of Vapenne, Gerlitsky Ceunty in Lemkevina,
at that time under Austre-Hungary and new in Pelish pessessien.
He attended elementary scheel there; then went te the gymnasium
at Gerlice.

Buring the time that yeung Simeen was preparing fer entrance
te a university, Werld War I began. Fer helding te the ideals of
his ewn Russian peeple he, tegether with theusands ef ether
Carpathe-Russians, was arrested by the Austrian gendarmes and
breught te a cencentratien camp at Talerhef, Austria. There
during the ceurse of the war perished theusands ef erdinary Rus-
stan Lemke villagers and intelligentsia from beatings, lynchings,
celd, hunger and typhus. There Simeen Pysh suffered fer ten
menths, saved frem death perhaps by his rugged yveuth.

As eold Austre-Hungary began to suffer terrible defeats, she
necded new treeps. Se, irenically, Simeen Pysh and other young
men jailed as traiters of Austria at Talerhel were taken frem that
place, inducted inte the Austrian army, and sent to the Italian
frent. Simeen, remembering the herrers he had seen and experi-
enced, reselved te desert te the Italians ar the first opportunity.
This happened en March 16, 1916.

In Italy, Simeen Pysh spent three and a halt vears, most of 1t
in prisoner-of-war camps. Interestingly, he also spent six months
in the Czechoslovak and Carpatho-Russian Legilons, which the
Italians erganized from among Austrian war prisoners te fight
against Austro-Hungary., And after the war ended he spent al-
mest a year in Reme.

In Nevember, 1919, Simcon Pysh arrived in Prague. He very
quickly get a jeb in the editorial department of a Russian news-
paper published by the Russian War Mission. A shert time later
he registered as a law student at Charles University.

Simeen Pysh received his doctorate in law frem Charles Uni-
versity in March, 1922, Two months later he left Prague fer Ger-
many, there te start en the long journey to the United States.

In 1923, Br Pysh became the editor of the weekly newspaper
“Pravda” in Philadelphia, organ of the Russian Bretherhood
@rganizatien, an insurance society founded in 1960 by 1mmi-
grants frem Russian Galicia and Carpatho-Russia and epen to
anyene of Russian er Slavonic extraction. He remained at this



pesitien ten years, at the same time helping te feund a new erga-
nizatien named the Lemke Asseciation.

In 1934, he became editer of the newspaper “Lemke”, published
in Cleveland by the Lemke Asseciatien. The newspaper effices
were seen meved te New Yerk City and then te Yenkers: the
paper in the meantime was renamed ‘“‘Karpatska Rus’” Br. Pysh
centinued in this pest until his unexpected death en June 10,
1957.

A Shert Histery ef Carpathe-Russia was published by the
[.emke Asseciation in 1938.

VIil
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oF CArRPATH®-RUSSIA



The Carpathians—Ancient Nest of the Slavenic Peeples

The Carpathian Meuntains were the ancient nest of all the
Slavenic peeples. In the Carpathians were hidden the Slavenic
tribes during the stermy times of the great transmigratien ef
peeples, frem the feurth te the sixth centuries of the Christian
era. Squeczed in frem the West and the North by restless Ger-
manic tribes, frem the East by ever new waves of Finne-Turkic
tribes from Asia, and frem the South, from the Danube River, by
the legiens of the burnt eut Roman Empire, the Slavs, whe were
net everwhelmed by the mass of peoples meving in terrents ever
Eurepe, found a refuge in the Carpathian Meuntains and there
held eut during the most menacing time ef the emigratien ef
peoples.

But with the passing of time the masses of peeples, drawn inte
the emigrant stream, either perished in terrible wars, er were im-
pclled farther te the seuth within the limits of the Reman Empire,
emptying vast stretches of land. Then did the Slavenic tribes
begin precceding frem the Carpathians and spreading in all
directiens, te settle these empty and mere fertile lands.

Frem the seventh century, when the great mass eof the Slavenic
pepulatien left the Carpathians, en the lands of the Carpathe-
Russia ef these days remained a streng Creatian er White-Cre-
atien tribe. The Creatians occupied the feethills of the Carpath-



ians frem the Vistula te the Pniester and, beyend the Carpathians,
lands of teday’s Eastern Slevakia and Sub-Carpathian Russia.

A part of the Carpathian Creatians cressed beyend the Banube
ente the territery of the Byzantine Empire, inte what is now Cre-
atia and Balmatia. Their descendants have preserved te this time
their eld appellatien of Creatians.

The Creatians beyend the Banube at first created their own
severeign Creatian state. But being lecated on the berder, where
clashed the Western-Latin and Eastern-Greek civilizatiens, they
were unable te preserve their independence as a pewer. They
were tee few In number and tee weak te centain such a streng
pressure from twe sides. Nevertheless, it was pessible fer the Cro-
atians beyend the Danube te preserve te this time a measure of
autenemy, altheugh during the course of many centuries they
have feund themselves located within the boundaries of ene or
the ether of the neighbering pewers.

Cencerning the White-Croatians, remaining in the Carpath-
1ans, histerical seurces mention them until the end ef the tenth
century, and then their name disappears. They alse feund them-
selves situated en the border among the then organizing Russian,
Pelish, and Hungarian states, and at the meeting peint ef the
western and eastern civilizatiens. To create their own state was
beyend their strength, Their land seen became the ebjective of
struggles ameng Pelish, Russian, and Hungarian preprieters.

Lemkes, in all prebability, appear in significant measure to be
the descendants of these eld Carpathian White-Creatians. Te
this attest, ameng ether facters, certain language peculiarities,
preserved beth by the Lemkes and teday’s Creatians. But the Car-
pathian Meuntains alse served in the succeeding centuries as a
place of refuge fer the Slavenic pepulatien driven befere the
savage hersemen. Fer example, during the time of the terrible
Tartar massacres, the pepulatien ef T'chervenaya Rus sought
salvatien in the Carpathians. Frem this appears that the pepula-
tien of Carpathe-Russia ef teday must be acknowledged as the
descendants beth of these eld Slavic tribes, which remained there
in the Carpathians after the Slavenic resettlement in the areas
areund these meuntains, and ef the later Russian emigrants
frem Galicia and ether parts of Russian territery.

Up te the time of their leaving the Carpathians and settling
areund these meuntains, the Slavenic tribes had ene language
practically and, under different histerical cenditiens, might very
easily have united inte ene natien. But, having settled on new



lands, they fell under the influence of different cenditioens and
gradually alienated themselves with respect te language and
culture. Of decisive impertance, mereover, was this fact, that
some of them accepted the Reman, and ethers the Byzantine
church erganizatien and culture. Thus, te the nerth of the Car-
pathians, under the impulse of these varieus cultures, was
fermed in time the Russian and Pelish peeples. The Slavenic
tribes, whe fell under Reman influence, entered inte the depeosi-
tory of the Pelish natien; and frem the ether Slavenic tribes under
the influence of the eastern Byzantine culture came ferth the
Russian natien. A part of the descendants of the ancient White-
Creatians under the influence of these histerical ferces entered
inte the depesitory of the Polish natien, while anether part of
that same tribe remained with Russia.

Thus, the histery of Carpathe-Russia is the story of that part
of the eastern Slavenic, that is, Russian races, which remained in
the Carpathians en the west frem the San River, as alse beyond
the Carpathians, and which during the leng centuries in terrible
struggles preserved until new her ewn name and the ancient
cultural ties with the Russian werld.

The Slavonic Powers up to the Arrival of the Magyars in Europe

~ Before their dispersal from the Carpathians the Slavenic pee-
ples lived in separate families which banded together te ferm
clans, alhances, and tribes: Thaey were governed by clan elders
and numerous tribal princesses.

In the new places, after the dlspersal, the Slavenic tribes unite
inte larger alliances, and se arise the first Slavenic pewers. With
the arrival ef the seventh century, the Czech, Creatian, and Bul-
garian states step eut en the histerieal scene. And the Eastern-
Slavenic tribes create a streng alliance in the sixth and seventh
centuries, in what is teday’s Galicia and in Velinya, under the
leadership of the Dulebovs or Velynyane.

The strengthening ef these beginning Slavenic states was
hindered by the Asiatic hersemen, the Avars, knewn in later
Russian annals under thé name of @brevs. Having occupied
ancient Pannenia, the Hungarian Plain of teday, they made
destructive raids en all of the neighbering lands, and left a deep
trace upen the beginning histery ef the Slavenic peeples.

In the ninth century, after the destruction of the Avars by
France-German treeps, the strengest Slavenic pewers were the
Greater-Meravian principality and the Bulgarian pewer. The




boundaries of the Bulgarian state reached te the Carpathians.
The eastern part of what is teday Pedkarpatska Rus’ belonged to
the Bulgarian pewer. While the western part, tegether with Sle-
vakia and the greater part of Pannenia, entered inte the depesi-
tory of the Greater-Meravian principality. Certain histerical
facts indicate that even the nerthern part of teday’s Lemkeovina,
and lands farther to the east up te the river Bug, were under the
rule of the Greater-Meravian princes.

In Pannenia, the Hungary of teday, clashed the demains of
the France-Germanic kings and Byzantium and, tegether with
this, western Latin and eastern-Byzantine civilizations. In their
struggle against Byzantium the France-Germanic kings were
leoking for an alliance with Bulgaria. ®n their part the Byzan-
tine Empereors strove to find suppert from Greater-Meravia. With
this is tied up the establishment of a Slavenic Divine Service be-
tween the Meravians and ether Slavenic tribes within the
boundaries of the Greater-Meravian state.

German bisheps spread Christianity ef the Latin rite en the
territories of the Greater-Meravian state, which meant subjuga-
tion of that state te Reme and western-Latin civilizatien. The
Byzantine emperers, wishing te fight the Latin expansien, in
863 sent the brether-missienaries, Cyril and Methedius, te Me-
ravia. Against Reme and Latin civilizatien they wroeught a new

~weapen—Slavenic letters. The broethers Cyril and Methedius
fermed the Slavenic alphabet and translated inte the Slavenic
language the church beeks necessary for worship. The German
bisheps and kings came foerward with all of their energy against
the Slavenic Divine Service. After the death of Cyril and Methe-
dius the supperters of Latin wership get the upper hand in
Meoravia. The disciples of Cyril and Methedius and Slavic
priests had te leave Meravia. Seme of them crossed over to
Slevakia and te the ether Carpathian Slavs, while still ethers
went te Bulgaria.

There is a complete basis for surmising that the disciples of
Saints Cyril and Methedius—the first Slavenic teachers—alse
carried their teaching te the White-Croatians oen both sides of
the Carpathians. In such fashien Christianity and Slavenic
Divine Service became strengthened in the Carpathe-Russia of
teday fully a hundred years before the baptism of Kievan Russia.

Approximately during these times, when in Meravia the first
Slavenic teachers were beginning their missienary activity, far



to the nerth in Nevgered, and en the Dnieper, in Kiev, the
eastern Slavenic tribes were uniting inte large principalities
under the guidance of Varangian princes and merchants frem
Scandinavia. After the unificatien of these principalities there
was created a strong Slavenic pewer with its capital in Kiev. On
behalf of its Varangian rulers it was called Rus’.

In the western part of the Slavenic werld the Pelish pewer
with its capital at Grezni in what is new Peznan territery, was
ferming. This state was in a struggle with the Germanic emper-
- ors, whe were pushing te the east. Farther to the west, up te the
river Laba, (Elbe), and te the nerth, teward the Baltic Sea, lived
numerous Slavenic tribes that were unable te unite inte a large
power or state and consequently were, in the fellewing centuries,
conquered by the German Dukes and their lands seized by Ger-
man celenists. .

‘The Czech lands entered inte the depository of the Greater-
Meravian state. After the crackup of that Pewer, the Czech tribes
united inte their ewn Czech state that, hewever, had te acknewl-
edge over itself the supreme autherity of the Germanic emperers,
and had to pay them tribute.

And se in the ninth century A.D. the greater part of Eurepe
was occupied by Slavenic tribes. Their territery stretched frem
the Laba te the Velga, and frem the Baltic te the Adriatic Sea.
The Carpathians were in the center of that huge Slavenic terri-
tory. ‘

Toewards the end of the ninth century new Asiatic hersemen
came to the Carpathians. These were the Magvars. Very likely
they were summened te Pannenia by the remainder of the France-
Germanic rulers for help against the Slavs. In 896 the Magyars
penetrated the Carpathians inte Pannenia and quickly eccupied
this fertile land, driving a wedge between the seuthern and Car-
pathian Slavs. ‘

The Magyars (Hungarians) in these days were still a nemadic
people of the steppes, engaged in wars and plundering. While
passing on te new places, they would seat en carts their families,
wives and children, lead en all the goods they had, and se meve
ferward under the pretection of armed soldiers en herseback.
Having selected a new site, the Magyars set up their tents in
‘which they lived. They knew nething ef agriculture. Manage-
ment of the land they learned coensiderably later after their trans-
migratien te Pannenia. The Slavs taught them this.



An Arab merchant, whe lived ameng the Magyars during the
first half of the ninth century, when they were still te be foeund en
the steppes abeve the Don, has given a series of interesting details
about their life. They occupied the huge, dry steppe. They had
about 20,000 horse treops, whe centinually plundered the
neighbering peeples, especially the Slavs. Here is hoew the above-
mentioned Arab has described this.

“The Magyars had completely subjugated the Slavenic peoples,
whe had te get them all necessary preducts, and were treated by
them as slaves. They centinually reb the Slavenic peoples!’

‘The Magyars themselves were of the Ugre-Finnish race, knewn
in Russian chrenicles as Ugri. After their march beyend the
Carpathians they could net have had mere than 20,000 warriers.
But, tegether with them, varieus greups of Turkic peoples and
Slavs, either veluntarily er by ferce, alse settled in Pannenia. In
the beginning this was net a very streng mass of peeple. But
they foeund Pannenia te be terribly devastated by loeng wars and
sparsely settled. They quickly smashed the Greater-Meravian
state, pushed the Bulgarian and Byzantine armies beyend the
~ Panube, and became the masters of this huge territery.

‘The Magyar natien was compeosed of seven tribes. The newly-
occupied territory was divided ameng these tribes, whe further
distributed it te the different clans. The native population that
was in Pannenia before the coming of the Magyars did net take
part in this distributien ef the land. The natives remained en
the land as a labering force, and had te werk it and pay tribute
with preduce and laber net enly te the Magyar prince, but to
individual warriers frem the princes bedyguard.

During the following twenty years after the taking of Panne-
nia, the Magyars effect devastating raids en the neighbering
peoples; they reach France and Censtantineple. Their name
became a terrer to all of Eurepe. But in these wars they soon
used up their strength. In the middle of the tenth century, during
one of these raids, their entire army was surreunded by the
armies of the German king and destroyed almest to a man. After
that the Magyars were forced te accustom themselves te anether
means of liveliheod. They settle dewn, accept Chrlsuamty, and
build their Hungarian state.

The strengthening of the Hungarian state was a great blow to
the Slavenic peeples in and near the Carpathians. Before the
coming of these Magyars the Carpathians were in the center of



the Slavenic werld. New they were the boundary eof the hestile
Magyar state. The Slav pepulatien eof the Hungarian plain,
that had been living there prier te the coming of the Magyars,
was deprived of all pessibility of cultural and econemic develop-
ment. For leng centuries these Slavs had te werk fer their Mag-
yar masters, provide preduce for them—in shert, be their slaves.

The Carpathian Slavs Are Joined te Rus’

In the ancient Russian chrenicles it is written that in the year
981 the Grand Duke of Kievan Russia, Vladimir, waged war on
the Polish people and teek ‘their towns Peremysl, Cherven, and
other tewns, many ef which are te this day under Rus’’

Thus began the battle of many centuries between Peland and
Russia fer the Carpathian regien. At the beginning ef this cen-
test there was still a third pretagenist—the Czech state. The
Czech princes considered themselves as the heirs of the Greater-
Moeoravian state and eame forth with claims te the lands of the
Creatians. The Czechs had pessession of Krakew. On decu-
ments they spread the beundaries of their pessessions te the
rivers Bug and Stryj. But net leng after the abeve mentiened
campaign ef Vladimir, the Czechs were forced eut of Krakew
and Carpathian Creatia. g

In the Russian chrenicles bearing the date 992, there is a para-
graph abeut a new campaign ef the Kievan prince Vladimir
against the Carpathian Creatians. Seme histerians mentien
that in the fellewing year Vladimir traveled te ‘the Semigrad and
Creatian land.’ '

After this the name Creatians disappeared frem Russian
annals. The separate Slavenic tribes, included in the Russian
state, lese their old tribal names and unite under ene commen
name Rus’, or the Russian land. Fer the individual parts of that
Russian land appear the names of dukedems, frem the capital
~ tewns where the princes were seated.

V.0. Kliuchevsky, the werld-fameus Russian histerian, had
the following te say cencerning the spreading of the name Rus’.

“The Varangian tribe, frem which came eur first princes, was
ealled by the name, Rus’. Afterwards that werd received a class
meaning: Rus’, in the tenth century, was called the upper class
of Russian seciety, chiefly the princely bedyguards, censisting
of the majoerity eof these same Varangians. Later Rus’, or the
Russian land—an expression that appears for the first time in the



treaty of Igor in the year 945—received a geographical meaning:
thus was ealled, first of all, the Kievan prevince, where these
new-comer Varangians settled in greater number. (‘Polyane,
that we now call Rus’, according to the expression in the First
Chronicle). Finally, in the eleventh-twelfth centuries when Rus,
as a tribe, assimilated with the Slavenic aberigines, both of
these terms Rus’ and Russian land, net lesing their geograph-
ical meaning, appear with a pelitical meaning or connotation:
so began to be called all of the territory ruled by the Russian
princes, with all of its Christian, Slavenic-Russian population.

Thus came the name Rus’ te the Carpathians. It penetrated
beyond the Carpathians even later—with the Russian settlers
from Russian territery and with the Slavenic-Russian letters,
because the autherity of the Russian princes did net reach that
far. The Carpathe-Russia of teday was created by the people
themselves, witheut the participatien of princes.

The Cherveny tewns, jeined te Rus’, remain under the rule
of Russian princes until 1340. Twice Polish kings succeed for
a shert time in detaching them frem Rus’, but each time the
Polish rulers are quickly chased out.

Already during the time of the grandsens of Vladimir, in the
latter part of the eleventh century, in that region there appear
co-ruling Russian princes—the sens of Reostislav. These Reosti-
slavitchi created on the lands of Chervenaya Rus’ a streng Rus-
sian state. The princes sat in Peremysl, Terebovlya, and in Ga-
lich. In the twelfth century the Galician principality was ene
of the wealthiest and strengest in the Russian land. At a time
when Kievan Russia was lesing pepulatien and becoming ever
weaker from the constant raids of wild, nemadic tribes from Asia,
Galician Russia was becoming mere densely populated and
growing in strength and impertance. She defended herself suc-
cessfully frem Pelish and Hungarian kings. Trade grew, agri-
culture was impreved, and culture moeved ferward. The auther
of the fameus Russian epic of the latter half of the twelfth
century, “The Tale of the Hest of Igor,” speaks of Yareslav
Osmemysl as one of the mightiest and richest Russian princes.
His pessessions extended te the Black Sea and te the Danube.
His military leaders led Galician regiments to the aid of Byzan-
tium, Hungary and the Czechs.

After the dying eut of the princes of this line, the Restislavitchi,
in Galician Russia there arese discord and discontent; and Hun-



garian and Pelish kings tried te profit frem this in erder that
they might bring under their submissien that rich land. But
finally, after 50 years of internal unrest and discerd, the Remane-
vichi selidified themselves here. They were descendants of the
fermer Velynyan prince Reman, whe had alse ruled for a shert
time in Galicia. They united the principalities of Velyn and
Galicia inte ene mighty pewer. But then came the terrible Tartar
invasien. In the battle against the Tartars Russia exhausted all
her strength. By bearing the brunt of the first, most terrible of
the blows of the Tartar invaders, Russia shielded and saved Po-
land, Hungary, and all of western Eurepe. The Russian land
was laid waste; the eld civilizatien was destroyed. Thus, weak-
ened, the Galician-Velynyan Russian State became an easy prey
of her new strengthened neighbers, Peland and Lithuania. In
1340 the last independent prince of the Galician-Velynyan pewer
died. Immediately Polish and Lithuanian armies threw them-
selves upen that territery. The Galician beyars tried te resist,
and with Tartar help chased the Pelish king frem Lvev. But
seon he gathered new armies and eccupied all of Galician Rus-
sia. And she remained under the control of Polish kings and
nebility until the first partition of Poland in 1772.

But a detailed description of these events belengs te the his-
tory of Galician Russia. In the histery of Carpathe-Russia we
are interested chiefly in the questien, when and hew did the
Russian pepulatien ceme beyend the Carpathians inte what is
teday Sub-Carpathian Russia and Pryashevschina; and alse te
the nerthern slopes of the Carpathians beyend the San River
inte teday’s Lemkevschina. We are alse interested in finding eut
hew the Russian pepulatien lived leng centuries under foreign
rule, yet preserved te this day its eld Russian name, and the
memory of belenging te the Russian natien.

The Russian Population Beyond the Carpathians

The well-knewn Magyar chrenicler, Anenym, presents the
view that the Russian pepulatien came beyend the Carpathians |
together with the Magyars; and that, en the territery of what is
now Poedkarpatska Rus’, the Magyars already met the Slavs, whe
were settled there by Bulgarian princes.

‘Descending from the Carpathians at Minkatcka (Mukacheve)’,
writes Anonym, ‘the Magyars found here Slavs and Bulgars,
over whom ruled Salan. His grandfather Kean, Grand Duke of



Bulgaria, had settled these Slavs and Bulgarians here on the
border of the Russians and Peoles. The Slavs related how Kean,
Grand Duke of Bulgaria . . . occupied that land, and how the
Slavs from Bulgarian lands were brought te the Russian bound-
aries. Almeosh (chief leader of the Hungarians, and the father of
Arpad) rode on farther with the Magyars, toward the castle Hung.
The chuef of the castle, Labortsy, called, in the Slavic language,
a prince, fled toward the castle Zemlun and was captured on the
river and hanged; and with his name froem that time the river
began to be called “Labortsy” (Laboretz).’

But Anenym wrete his chrenicle toward the end of the twelfth
century, about 300 years after the Magyars crossed beyond the
Carpathians. Net having at hand written decuments, he had to
write down the oral traditienal steries and legends. Names and
relations that existed during his time, in the twelfth century, he
transfers te events that eccurred 300 years before that time.

We have already stated abeve hew the name “Rus’ " arese,
and hew it reached the Carpathians. During the time of the
Magyar emigration. Rus’ ceuld be called enly the Varangian
bedyguard of the Kievan prince. This Rus’ was net yet baptized,
net yet Christian. True, in Magyar annals it is written that the
Hungarians, during a cressing of the Dnieper River, defeated
an army of Prince Oleg. These latter could have taken with them
priseners of war frem eastern Slavenic tribes, others might have
joined them veluntarily; but this was net yet a Russian pepula-
tien, enly a Slavenic.

The mentien by Anenym eof Russian emigrants, whe came
with the Hungarians past the Carpathians, is impertant fer
anether reasen. Qbviously, the Russian population during the
time of Anonym, was se numerous beyond the Carpathians that,
in order to explain its presence in Hungary, the Magyar chron-
icler found it appropriate to tie up the Russian emigration with
the emigration of the entire Hungarian nation.

There was ne mass migration of the Russian people beyond
the Carpathians; this is indicated by the knewn histerieal facts.
But, in smaller groups, the Russian peeple had been cressing
and settling beyond the Carpathians frem the very beginning of
Russia itself.

The Hungarian kings were in clese fellowship with Rus’: they
married off their sens te Russian princesses, mixed in the prince-
ly internecine wars and in the internal affairs ef the Russian
principalities, and often sent their armies te the aid of this er
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‘that Russian prince. The result of this was an intensification of

the cressing of the Russian peeple threugh and beyend the
Carpathians. A marriageable girl, whe traveled frem Rus’ te
Hungary, teek with her many heuse servants, alike for defense
as well as for persenal service. Magyar kings, whe teek part in
wars in Russia, breught back their priseners and settled them
on lands in varieus parts of Hungary. @ften the Russian people
veluntarily cressed ever the Carpathians. In the chrenicles we
often read of princes or boyars escaping te Hungary when they
got inte treuble in their ewn land. And, quite likely, this hap-
pened to the erdinary people even mere frequently.

Hungary was sparsely settled, and accepted eagerly settlers
frem abread, especially military men and farmers. In Hungary
during the reign of the kings of the house of Arpad (to 1301),
there was ne repression either of minerities, or for religious
reasons. As a matter of fact, Hungarian magnates even preferred
having en their lands Slavenic villagers, whe were more obe-
dient and humble than the average Magyar. Similarly, religious
relations were under the streng influence of Byzantium (Cen-
stantineple). Altheugh the Hungarians efficially accepted the
Cathelic religion, the ceremenies and ferms of the Latin church
failed to conselidate themselves in Hungary fer a leng, leng
time. The Roeman Cathelic clergy continued te get married in
Hungary leng after a strict celibacy (single life) was established
in the other Cathelic countries.

The Carpathian Meuntains fermed the beundary between
the Russian principality ef Galicia and Hungary. But the Car-
pathians in these times were covered with dense forests; and the
boundary was net represented as it is teday: it did net pass
threugh the edges of the weeds on beth sides of the meuntains.
Thus, a weeden strip, frem 50 te 60 kilometers wide (about 30
te 35 miles,) which belenged te ne ene, remained between beth
powers.

On the edges of the forests, en both the Galician and Hun-
garian sides, were censtructed defensive abatis with ditches and
fallen trees, which were suppesed to stop the enemy or delay him
in case he broke threugh the weeds and wandered unexpectedly
te fall upen the settled frentier territery. For passage threugh
these abatis, under the pretectien of censtant guard, gates were
established at designated peints. Forest feotways met at such
gates, and frem them the reads again diverged in varieus direc-
tiens acress the plains.
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The line of these forest abatis was net censtant, but te the
extent that the pepulation cut dewn the trees and built
villages, the line moved farther and farther inte the hills.

Noebedy knew much, if anything, abeut what was happening
in that weeded strip between both pewers; noebody eared or was
interested. It was knewn, hewever, that seme sort of Walachian
shepherds wandered in the area with their flocks.

There they built their huts in which, tegether with their flecks,
they lived. But further infermation abeut them is lacking. In-
asmuch as they paid ne taxes, and belonged to nene of the
nebility, ne ene was especially interested in them. Hidden in
these Carpathian ferests, they alse te seme degree engaged in
agriculture. On sites scorched by fire they sowed a little grain,
but then abandened these sites and transferred te other places.

They were ealled Walachians; and frem this Hungarian and
Polish histerians deduce that they were Rumanians, whe with
their flocks wandered aleng the Carpathians all the way te the
berders of the Czech state and Shlezk. Then it appeared that
these Walachians near Teshen were Poles. But when the line of
colonization reached to the very tops of the Carpathians; when
the Magyar and Polish magnates, having received peossession of
the mountainous regions, forced these Walachian shepherds te
settle the lands, build villages and pay tribute, then it was shewn,
that in these villages en both sides of the Carpathians, appeared
the Russian pepulation; and of the Rumanians there was ne
trace. That Russian pepulation on the southern side of the
Carpathians was of the same language and race as the popula-
tion on the nerthern side. '

Thus, in reality, the Carpathians in these times were in their
own way a place of freedem for the Carpathe-Russian pepula-
tien as, later, the Zaperezhka Sitch was fer the Ukrainian people
and the Cessacks. The pepulatien hid itself in the Carpathian
woeeods during times of wars, during the times when the princes
fought ene anether suicidally, and whenever it wanted to be free
of the nebility. There everyone lived in freedom. But, later, when
the autherity of the nebles began te reach even te these forests,
together with taxes and seeage (panschina), in the Carpathians
appear gangs of “Carpathian eutlaws,” whe fer a leng time
fought the nebility in defense of their freedom.

In 1241 the Tartars, having laid waste the Russian land burst
inte Hungary and destroyed the greater part of the pepulation;
the towns and villages they burnt te the greund.
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Afterwards, the influx ef Russian settlers beyend the Car-
pathians increased. If earlier, there came frem Rus’ fer the mest
part military men, whe enlisted in military service with the Mag-
yar kings, thus giving a beginning te the separate Russian mili-
tary garrisens in varieus parts of Hungary, then new there come
in greater numbers villagers, landewners; they settle dewn en
lands of the kings and magnates.

In the latter half of the 13th century the Galician prince, Lee
Danilevitch, received, as a dewry of his wife, a daughter of the
Magyar king, the entire Mukachevsky prevince. This meant an
easing of the tie of Galician Rus’ with this future center of
Carpathian Rus’. Emigration beyond the Carpathians in all like-
liheed increased, because Galician Rus’ was expeosed te constant
Tartar attacks.

The Hungarian king Ludwig, upen beceming king of Peland
after the death ef Casimir the Great in 1370, annexed Galician
Rus’ and Pedelye te the Hungarian kingdem. He sent te Galicia
Hungarian seldiers te fight against the Lithuanian princes press-
ing dewn frem the nerth. The Hungarian treeps remain in the
Galician tewns even after the death of Ludwig; fer the Magyar
magnates increasingly desire te keep the Galician prevince
attached te the Hungarian kingdem. It is enly the anarchy that
arises in Hungary after the death of Ludwig that helps the Peles
te get centrel of the Galician territery. But the Peles had te use
ferce te chase the Hungarian treeps frem the Galician tewns.

Large numbers of Russians were ferced te leave Galician Rus’
tegether with the Magyars. There is a cennectien with this Mag-
yar-Lithuanian and Pelish-Magyar struggle fer the Galician
territery and the knewn emigratien beyend the Carpathians eof
the Lithuanian-Russian Duke of Pedelye, Theedore Keoriate-
vitch. He received frem the Magyar king as his ewn pessessioen
the prevince of Mukacheve . . .

Theedore Keriatevitch breught with him beyend the Car-
pathians a censiderable number of his ewn peeple—mere than
40,000 Russians frem Pedelye settled with him in Hungary,
according te seme Carpathe-Russian writers. But such items
are completely fantastic; they are net based en any histerical decu-
ments. Nene the less, the twenty-year activity eof Keriatevitch
resulted in a significant strengthening ef the Russian element
in Carpathe-Russia. With his name is cennected the feunding
of the Mukachev Orthedex Menastery, that played an imper-
tant rele in the histery of Carpathe-Russia.
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From the 14th century there begins a rapid settlement of the
Sub-Carpathian land. There arise entire groups of villages based
on velest law and united inte large magnate demains or regions.
Based on volest law, these villages and regions had a firm auten-
omy, similar te that of the German celenies in ether parts of
Hungary. In the villages there were “princes” er bailiffs, in the
districts, governers. Their rights and duties were listed in char-
ters. Ameng other things, these ‘“Walachians™” were obliged to
serve in the armed services. The pepulation of these “ceuntries’”
consisted of Russians, Rumanians and ether natienalities.

In the 14th century mention is made in decuments of the
Bereska “krai”’ er region, censisting of 9 villages te the seuth
of Mukachev.

In the Yuzhansk regien at this time mention is also made of
villages en velest law that later were united inte a vast and rich
Ungvar demain. At the beginning ef the 17th century this region
numbered sixty six villages. It was divided inte twe parts: Rus-
sian and Magyar-Slevak. The Russian part censisted of 43
villages. '

In the Zemplinsky area there arese the streng Humenyansky
demain. In the 16th century there are mentiened names of gover-
ners and village princes.

In similar fashien, en velest law, arese villages even farther
te the West—in Sharishskey, at Spishy, and farther in Slevakia.

Velest law, which played such an impertant rele in the settle-
ment of Sub-Carpathia, evelved under the influence of German
law with which the Walachians became acquainted in Tran-
sylvania. Frem here it was breught te Carpathe-Russia and
Galicia. The villagers, taking up the land, received definite
rights frem the magnates and, in the beginning, were freed from
~ payment of tribute and frem ether ebligations. Such a situatien
attracted country felk te such villages. But ne seener did this
designated ““free” peried end, than the situation of the villagers
beeame unenviable. Taxes and work for the landewners ruined
them quickly. Many villagers, ence this “‘free” peried had
elapsed, vaeated their homes and meved te new tewns as new
settlers, where they ceuld again remain fer a certain time free.
And when there was ne other recourse they retreated farther
inte the hills and weeds in piratic bands, ready always to begin
the struggle against landewners and magnates. As a result of
such relations between the landlerds and the people, it frequently
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happened that the old, well-pepulated villages began te become
empty, and en the new places arese for a shert time pepulous
colenies. ‘

.. n 1526 the Magyars suffcrcd a terrlblc defeat in a battle with
the Turks near Mogatch. Hungary thereupen was divided inte
three parts. The largest part, together with the capital, remained
in Turkish hands fer 150 years. The Hapsburgs held the small
western part. The nerthern parts and Transylvania were auten-
emous, under the Turkish pretectorate. Here ameng German
colenists and Magyar lerds Pretestantism quickly spread.

These autonemeus territories were the scene of a long struggle
of the Magyar magnates against the Hapsburgs and Catholic re-
action. One after anether followed the bloody uprisings against
Austria: the revelts of Betschkay, Tekel, Raketchi. Keshitz
found itself in the center of these battles. Villages and towns of
the whole of Sub-Carpathia suffered terribly in the revelts.

Most impertant for the history of Carpatho-Russia was the
uprising of Franz Raketchi, master of the Makevitz deminien
. The revelt dragged en frem 1703 te 1711. In the beginning
the insurrection bere a pepular secial character. The Carpathe-
Russian and Slevak villages hastened eagerly to the banner of
Raketchi in the belief that in-the war they would wrest freedom
for themselves alse. At first the Magyar magnates feared the in-
surrection; but later they joined it and gave it the character of a
fight of the Hungarian lerds against Hapsburg abselutism.

Raketchi declared himself an independent Sedmigrad ruler
and gave himself the title of Prince of Mukacheve and Make-
vits. As an independent ruler he entered inte diplematic rela-
tiens with Russia and France.

At that time Tsar Peter was waging a heavy war with the
Swedish king, Charles XII. The Russian armies were in Peland,
were approaching the Carpathians. Wishing te get the help of
the Hapsburgs against the Swedish king, Peter I propesed te
them an alliance, and was ready te send his armies inte Hungary
against Raketchi. But the Austrian ministers were afraid of this.
They opined thus: ence the Muscevite armies entered Hungary,
they would net leave. In Vienna, they said that Mescow’s meney
was acceptable, but the presence of its armies in Hungary was
not. Besides, the Hapsburgs feared that an alliance with the
Russians would bring dewn upen them the ire of the Swedish
king. Se Tsar Peter threw himself te the side of Raketchi and
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wanted to set him up as king in Peland. Twice the Ambassader
of Tsar Peter journeyed to Uzhgored fer negotiations with
Rakeotchi. Raketchi’s best General, Count Bertchenny, went
to a meeting with Peter in Peland, and then in letters te Rakotchi
described how he talked with the Tsar, witheut a translater,
making use of that Carpathe-Russian language that he learned
from his subjects. “Your wership speaks Russian, I see. You do
speak the language.”” Peter supposedly told the Hungarian mag-
nate. At any rate, he thus passed on the werds of the Tsar in his
letters to Raketchi. .

The Hapsburgs, however, having smashed the Turks, turned
their armies against Raketchi. After military failures, Raketchi
fled to Poland te ask help of the Tsar. But Peter I, having de-
feated the Swedish king at Peltava, had ne further interest in
Raketchi’s affairs.

Village Uprisings

The Russian pepulatien was compesed of half-free peasants
whe had ne pelitieal rights whatseever. In decuments or recerds,
when mentien is made of the villagers, they are referred to as
“miserable indentured folk.” These simple people paid all taxes
and did all of the weork. Judicial and all administrative autherity
over the village people resided in the hands of the landewners
and the privileged clergy.

As in ether Eurepean countries, se in Hungary the state was
ruled by the privileged classes: Landewners and the clergy, to-
gether with the magnates and the kings. The landewners and
the clergy freed themselves of all taxes and burdens, transferring
these en te the sheulders of the plain village folk.

Ameng these privileged groups the Russian pepulatien had
no representation. It is true that in the beginning, up until the
end of the feurteenth century, inte Hungary there came frem Rus-
sian lands alse representatives of the higher classes; but entering
upen service te the Magyar kings, they quickly tere themselves
away frem their race and sank inte the mass of the Hungarian
nebility.

At this peint it may be neted that in medern times ameng the
Magyar nebility genuine Magyars, whe ceuld trace their lineage
from the old Hungarian tribes, censtituted an insignificant
percentage. The old Magyar tribes, that came inte Hungary
with their father Arpad, perished in the unceasing wars and in-
ternecine struggles. But such was the strength of kingly and
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sovereign traditions that members of ether natienalities, upen
entering the service of Magyar kings, accepted these Magyar
traditiens fer their ewn and became Magyars. Such Magyar
neble and magnate families as the Ores, Telegy, Tarnochy,
Koemlosy, @rmandy, Tiso, and others, trace their descent frem
Russians. Authers of the first code of laws of the Hungarian state
were twe Slavs: a Russian and a Slovak.

The plain village mass projected itself upen the pelitical
scene and turned upen itself the attentien of histery enly then
when it started a rebellion against the privileged classes and
slaughtered its eppressers.

In the Russian regions especially brilliant was the uprising
of the mass of the peeple in the fifteenth century under the im-
petus of the agitatien of the Czech Hussites. At Spishy and in
Sharish the plain peeple created their religious-military brether-
heeds and destreyed the secular and ecclesiastical magnates. @ne
strong divisien of Hussites under the leadership of a fermer
priest made merry aleng Spisha and the berder territery in Pe-
land, eccupied Tchershtinsky castle, plundered Tchervenny
menastery and burnt Kezhmark te the greund. They then breke
up inte smaller bands and terrerized the meuntains. @ne eof
them, compesed of Czechs and Russians, under the cemmand
of seme man named Theedore Russin, a Russian “Prince”, (it is
possible that he was a village bailiff), educated in Czechia, was
building near Tchershtin a new castle, frem where it censidered
attacking the Pelish and Hungarian landewners. In 1434 the
Polish king Jagielle raised against them his nebles, whe de-
feated and seattered them. Many peeple gathered under the ban-
ner of Jan Iskra of Brandisa, whe declared himself Hetman of
Gorni Uger and waged war in these areas up te the battle at
Sharish Stream in 1458, where he was completely smashed.

Still meore terrible was the village revelt in 1514. The Cardinal-
Primate of Hungary assembled and armed the peasants, in order
to lead them in a crusade against the Turks; but the villagers
turned their weapons against the secular and ecclesiastical mag-
nates. After terrible bloodshed the magnates were able to put
down the uprising. Having gathered together after this at a Sejm,
the magnates issued a new law against the villagers. This law
stated the foellowing:

‘Altheugh all of the villagers deserve the punishment of death,
in view of the fact that the Hungarian prelates and nebility can-
not live witheut the peasants’ laber, then fer this reasen enly

17



we ordain that enly the leaders be put te death, and the rest . .
must be decimated. These whe remain alive shall forever remain
slaves and shall not be permitted to go from place to place. From
now on only they will pay all of the taxes and, besides, they must
werk without pay ene day of each week for the prelates and
nebility . . . As of this day ne sen of a villager may ever be
consecrated as a bishop.’

This slavery was in effect up te the secend half of the eigh-
teenth century. Under Maria Theresa and Jeseph II the Vienna
government, desirous of breaking the eppesitien of the Magyar
magnates te tax and administrative referm, takes under its pre-
tectien the village masses and the natienalities eppressed by the
Magyars. The landewners’ jurisdictien ever the villagers was
cancelled and the villagers were made subject te state courts.
Altheugh the gentry was net eliminated, still persenally the
peasants were freed: they ceuld leave the landewner and meve
abeut frem place te place.

The Peosition and Rele of the Clergy

As regards religious relatiens, the Russian pepulatien beyond
the Carpathians belenged te the @rthedex Church. The Car-
pathe-Russian churches were under the Patriarch eof Censtan-
tineple.

But the beginnings of ecclesiastical erganizatien in Carpathe-
Russia are covered with gleem. The first time that the name of a
bishep of that church is mentiened in the Reyal Charter is in
the year 1491. Whether there were any @rthedex bisheps even
befere this is net knewn, because the written decuments of the
Orthedex Church ef that peried did net extend dewn te eur
times. It is certain that in the menasteries and churches the
meonks and priests copied books, kept chrenicles, and received
and recorded letters and decuments; but after acceptance of
unien with Rome the Uniat clergy did net preserve these docu-
ments. On the contrary, it destroyed them, so that net even a
trace of the old faith would remain.

In Hungary, the clergy was a privileged class, especially that
of the Cathelic Church, which was demineering and had a
mighty hierarchy. The @rthedex clergy did net profit frem these
privileges. Having settled doewn in a village of a Hungarian land-
owner, the Orthedex priest became dependent upen that land-
owner, just as the village was. In erder te better its pesition the
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clergy agreed te a church unien with Reme. For a long time the
unien remained but an agreement en paper, because the peeple
kept the old faith. @nly at the end of the 17th and the beginning
of the 18th centuries, during the times of a streng Cathelic re-
action in Hungary, did the ecclesiastical unien strengthen itself
in Carpathe-Russia. '

The pesition of the Carpathe-Russian Uniat clergy became
impreved enly in the secend half of the 18th century, when the
Vienna gevernment underteek special guardianship of the Uniat
Church. After the partitiens of Peland, Austria received a cem-
men beundary with @rthedex Russia. In its wars with Turkey,
the Tsarist gevernment had stepped ferward in the rele of preo-
tector of all the @rthedex peeples in the Balkans. Interests of
state dictated te the Viennese gevernment suppert of the Uniat
Church ameng the Russian pepulatien. The Uniat bishep of
Carpathe-Russia was anneunced te be independent of Latin
bisheps and made equal in rights with them. Attentien was
turned to the lifting of the educatienal level of the Uniat clergy.
Under Bishep Bachinsky there was established a seminary in
Uzhgoered and a diecesan library. The Russian language was
intreduced inte church management of the diecese.

All of this was the easier te de because, as we have shewn
abeve, the Viennese government supperted the nen-Hungarian
natienalities in Hungary in erder te get their help in the battle
against the Magyar magnates.

This perioed was the mest brilliant in the histery ef the cul-
tural development of Carpathe-Russia. In a shert peried of
time Carpathe-Russia preduced a censiderable number of edu-
cated people, whe began te develop Carpathe-Russian literature
and carry enlightenment te the masses. Seme of them, such as
M. Paludiansky, P. Ledy, I. @rlay, and ethers, settled later in
Russia and there eccupied impertant pesitions.

The Russian Population Beyond the San

The histery of the settlement of the nerthern slepes of the
Carpathian meuntains beyend the River San by the settled
Russian village people presents even a mere difficult riddle for
histerians than the histery of the celenizatien of the seuthern
sides of the Carpathians.

The boundary of the old Russian principality ef Galicia went
far beyond the San. This fact ene can establish en the basis of
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histerical decuments. But te recenstruct accurately the old
boundary of Galician pewer and Peland is net se easy. Russian
chrenicles and Pelish annals centain much material about
princely internecine wars, about wars of Russian and Pelish
princes, abeut princely bedyguards, abeut episcopal and
monasterial matters, but they are net cencerned with distant
boundaries and the life of the simple people. Only here and
there, in aecounts of a princely march en Peland er a Pelish
attack en Russia are there mentioned berderland places around
which the armies fought er were devastated. Thus it is knewn
frem the annals that Ryashev still beloenged te Galicia in the
XIIIth century. In all likeliheed, the boundary passed near the
little tewn of Repchitse.

Habitually Galician histerians censider the eold beundary
between Rus and Peland te be at the cenfluence of the Ropa
and Visleka Rivers, and farther en the left side of the Visleka
as far as the San.

But this dees net answer the preblem as te whence eame the
Russian pepulatien in a compact mass farther te the west in
the Carpathians, beyond the mentiened eold Pelish-Russian
state boundary—in the Georlitsky, Gribevsky, Sandetsky, and
Nevetorzhsky ceunties. The fameus Galician-Russian his-
torian, Dennis Zubritsky, repeated ever and ever again, that
the Russian villages in the mentioned counties are remains of
an ancient Slave-Russian pepulatien of what is new Western
Galicia. Even before the widening of the boundary of Poland to
the Carpathians, Slav tribes between the Carpathians and the
Visla accepted Christianity with Slavic wership and Slavic
writing frem Meravia. The Polish kings and the Pelish clergy
breught thither the Latin rite and gradually squeezed eut the
Slavenic ceremeny frem Krakew te the Carpathians. And as the
old Slavenic rite and language in Galicia quickly beeame syn-
oenymeus with the Russian Church and Russian language, all
of the inhabitants in eld Peland whe preserved the Slavic rite
began toe be called Russians. D. Zubritsky, citing knoewn facts,
revealed that in Krakow and Tarnew even in princely times
there were Russian churches in which Divine Service was con-
ducted according to the Slavenic rite.

But the Russian churches in Krakew and Tarnew might have
been built, alse, for tradesmen and guests, whoe traveled from
Rus’ te Poland. The meore likely explanation seems to be that



the northern slopes of the Carpathians, similarly te the southern,
in princely times, in the XII, XIII, and XIVth centuries, did net
belong to anyene, neither te Rus, ner te Peland. This means,
that in these meuntains, covered with dense woeds, neither the
Russian princes ner the Polish kings distributed lands to their
nebles, and these whe lived in these forests were free from taxes
and all ether state burdens. Chreniclers make mentien of men-
asteries situated right in the very center of that weoded moun-
tainous zone, and of ferest hamlets. The pastoral pepulation
of the mountains passed freely with its herds frem place to place
because the land was free.

As to how far the Carpathian ferests stretched in these times
this ean be seen frem a whele series of doecuments of later times.
For example, in the charter of the Polish king Casimir of 1348,
concerning the founding of the village of Lubisky, near Bitcha,
it is stated that it was established in forests completely uninhabit-
ed up to that time. And the next Pelish village, Lipinki, which
today already borders with Russian villages (Rozdilya, Bodnar-
ka), was also established in the forest in 1418. This means that
all of the territery on the south, te the top of the Carpathians,
that is, all of teday’s Russian part of Gerlitsky district, was
closed to the Polish Pans (nebles) by dense, uninhabited forests.

In the middle of the thirteenth century the Peolish queen re-
ceived frem her husband the Sandetsky land, which later she
transferred to the convent in Stary Sanch. In the records there
is listed a number of villages presented te the convent, but ameng
them there is net ene of teday’s Russian villages in the moun-
tains of Sandetsky District.

Such places as Sanok, Kresne, Bitch, Gerlitsy, Gribov and
Sanch were, in the beginning, defensive citadels on the edge of
~ the forest. Only considerably later did they receive German cele- -
nists, artisans, and tradesmen, received the privileges of self-
government according to German law, and were transformed
inte tewns. In unceasing prineely wars and, later, during re-
peated and often terrible Tartar attacks, the villages and towns
of Chervenaya Rus’ and Poeland were devasted and depopulated.
It was necessary to call colonists from densely pepulated Ger-
many and entice them by all kinds of privileges, so that they
would settle on the ravaged lands. In the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries Galician toewns were Germanized to such an extent
that the official language of local administration was German.
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Under such circumstances, understandably, neither the Gali-
cian-Russian beyars, (eld-Russian neblemen) ner the Pelish
neblemen could think ef seizing fer their ewn private rule the
forested territeries of the Carpathians. And what need had they
of these wild weeds and meuntains when, as a matter of fact,
they could net settle the fertile lands, tewns, and villages granted
them en the plains? Only frem the fifteenth century under the
Polish regime, when the level lands were mere thickly settled,
does the autherity of the nobles begin extending farther and
farther up the meuntains. One after anether villages appear
there. And all of these villages have, at the very beginning a
hemegeneous Russian population.

This fact can be explained enly in this way, that there lived in
the meuntains a Russian pepulatien befere the establishment
of Pelish autherity. This pepulatien did net have villages or-
ganized en teday’s erder; it lived enly in separate families, or
family greups ameng the weeds and meuntains. And the basic
part of that pepulatien was cempesed of old settlers, whe had
lived there frem time immemerial. These were prebably the de-
scendants of the eld Creatians, of whem the earliest Russian
chrenicles make mentien. Hew else can ene explain the fact,
that en the whele expanse eof the Carpathians frem the San up
te Tatra, and aleng beth sides of the Carpathian range, appeared
se simultaneeusly ene and the same peeple, with the same
language and natienal character?

This pepulatien was always supplemented by a stream of new
refugees frem Galician Rus and Hungary. With them came
thither, alse, menks-ancherites, whe there established their
meuntain menasteries. In the Chronicles, we find the names of
these menasteries. Under the date of the year 1241, it is recorded
that the Galician Prince Danile, returning te Galicia frem Hun-
gary, put up fer the night at Sinevidsky menastery; but, learning
that the Tartars were sterming ever Galician Rus’, returned te
Hungary and, threugh Bardeov, entered Sandemirsky territery.
A few vears later, it is recorded in the Chrenicles that Prince
Danile, having ridden eut te Hungary, is evertaken at Telitchy
by the messengers of his brether Vasilly with impertant news.
Since the name of the place is mentiened, it is ebvieus that it
must have been a village of censequence.

In Galician Rus’, in the times of the princes, there grew up a
strong beyar class. The prince distributed lands te werthy bedy-
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guards and armed velunteer forces. In these days it was said that
the prince “‘fed them.” He whe cellected much land and wealth
became a boyar. This was net an exclusive neble class, for any-
one who became neteweorthy in princely service could become a
boyar. He received land, villages, towns. But the villagers en the
land were free. They werked the land and paid its ewner an
agreed-upen tax. If they did net take a fancy te the land, they
could leave the nebleman and seek happiness elsewhere.

After the seizure of Chervennaya Rus’ by the Polish kings, the
old Galician principality was divided administratively inte
“Lands”: Sandetsky, Peremysisky, Chelmsky, Lveusky, Belsky,
Galitsky, Pedolsky. The lands were administered by deputies of
the king or by zemsky overseers. The lands eof Sanetsk, Peremysl,
Lvev, and Galicia cemprised tegether ene gevernment of a
prevince, with the capital at Lvev. This ‘“‘veyevedstve’’ was
called an official veyevedstve, er Russian land. The eld prince-
ly efficials were replaced by officials of the Pelish king, and Rus-
sian law by Pelish. Pelish kings in decuments are titled “pans
and diditchy of Rus.”

National Revolts Against the Polish Nobility

After the annexation of Chervenaya Rus’ te Peland, the Pe-
lish gentry flecks te the Russian lands. The Pelish kings with
generous hands distribute te them these pessessions. And the old
Galician-Russian boyardom quickly becomes Polish, in order to
keep its property and become the equal of the Polish gentry with
respect to privileges and political matters.

The Sanek land, especially, seon began te be fameus in all
of Poland for its numereus and wealthy gentry. Here, en fertile
lands, en the so-called “Sanek Pedelye”’, arise lavish neble
heusehelds. Sanek, which already under Russian princes eoc-
cupied an impertant pesitien as a fertress against Hungary and
Poland, grews new inte an impertant ceommercial and cultural
center. In 1366, King Casimir granted Sanek the Magdeburg law
and all kinds of trading privileges, rebuilt the eastle and sur-
rounded the place with a defensive fence. The villagers of the
near by villages were ebliged te repair this enclesure areund the
tewn. In a preserved decument of the year 1448 it is clearly set
dewn which part ef the enclesure is te be repaired by each of the
surrounding villages.

In the Sanek regien the newly erganized Reman Cathelic
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bishepric in Peremysl alse received rich lands frem the kings.
In 1384, the Ugrian queen Mary, whe ruled for a brief time in
Chervenaya Rus’, gives the Peremysl bishep the town of Radimne
in Peremysl territery, and foeur villages of the Sanek land, namely
Bresen (Beresov, Bzhezuv), Demaretz, Ravnu and Tsirgov, (new-
adays, the villages Rovne and Tsergoeva near Dukly), and writes
in the charter, that these villages are set or lecated in “‘eur Rus-
sian deminiens.”

In 1434, King Ladislaw Jagielle gives Jaslicka, Kerolik, Daly-
ovy, and Nevy Jasenky te the bishep ef Peremysl. In the char-
ter it is written that these villages are situated in the “Russian
land.” (villas nestras in terra Russiae et districtu Sanecensi sitas).

These decuments are alse valuable in this, that frem them it
is evident, approximately, what part of teday’s Lemkevschina
administratively belenged te the Russian Land after the incer-
peratien of Chervenaya Rus te Peland. In anether decument of
Casimir the Great, it is stated that the tewns eof Ryashev and
Reogy are also leeated in Russian Territery.

In teday’s districts of Jaselsk and Gerlitz many Russian villages
were established . . . by the tewn sheriff of Bitchsk. In the dis-
tricts of Sandetsk and Gribevsk huge settlements in the Carpa-
thians were erganized by the Pelish bisheps of Krakew. They
kept in their hands the whele deminien ef Mushina te which,
in the beginning of the seventeenth century, belenged thirty-six
Russian villages.

In 1612, the bishep of Krakew, Peter Tilitski, issued a charter
in which he speaks of the feunding ef the tewn of Tilitch as a
new tewn, receiving its name frem his; and he permits the in-
habitants te have a church of the “Greek’ rite, provided that in
it will serve a Uniat priest, acknewledging ever himself the
autherity of the Roman Pope. But in the toewn, and that, mere-
over, a bishop’s tewn, it was necessary, also, to establish a Reman
Cathelic parish. Hoewever, as there were ne Cathelics in Tilitch,
the Polish curate wanted forcibly te cenvért the pepulatien te
Cathelicism. In 1681, the Pelish curate seized the Russian church
and chopped up the altar and icens; and then commanded that
wine be breught; and se, inside the church, drank te his victery
over ‘‘schismatics.”

In the archives of the Peremysl Greek Cathelic diecese is pre-
served an extraoerdinarily interesting decument of the year 1682,

in which, in detail, is described this destruction of the Greek
Cathelic church in Tilitch. The bishep eof Peremysl sent te
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Tilitch his representative in erder te investigate the matter.
He heard all the witnesses and composed a protecel. From this
it is ebvieus that, even at that time, Tilitch already had areund
twelve hundred inhabitants, ameng whem were only twelve
souls of the Latin rite. In the decument it is mentioned, also,
that in Mushina there were still many inhabitants of the Greek
rite. But the church there was in ruins, a cemetery alene remained.

Similar histeries were repeated in ether places. And this ex-
plains why such a huge number of Russian villages of fermer
Chervenaya Rus’, especially in the districts of Ryashev, Krens-
nyansk, and Berezevsk, were cempletely pelonized.

The Polish Pans (masters, gentlemen), spiritual and temperal,
alse breught the rural pepulatien in the Carpathians ecenemic
oppression and slavery. Under the rule of the Pelish state, the
condition of the villagers quickly wersened. @ut of fermerly
free village peasants, the Pelish schliachta (nebility) created
slaves tied down te the land. They were net allowed te meve
about from one plot of land te anether. The master could de
with his peasants as he pleased.

Besides, when they established new villages, or reerganized
them on new rules or law, they did net pay much attention te
the rights of the oldest inhabitants, whe were able te werk the
land in that lecality. Thus, many villagers were expelled from
the land which they eccupied. In the eastern parts of Chervenya
Rus’ and in Pedelye, he whe was se humiliated and did net want
te submit te the yoke of the nebles, fled te the Ukraine and be-
came a Cossack. In eur Carpathians there were always woods and
inaccessible thickets where it was pessible to find a refuge. And
he whe was the boldest fled frem Pelish law farther inte the
forest and became a “bandit”’. Thus were created in the Carpa-
thians many bandit gangs that attacked the courtyards of the
nobles and Polish village policemen, and teek revenge upen the
Pans for their special and natienal grievances.

Carpathian “bandits” er “lifeguardsmen” appear as unex-
pectedly in Pelish histery as de the Ukrainian Cessacks, and ap-
proximately at the same time. In the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries acts of the courts of Polish tewns aleng the Carpathians
were filled with lawsuits cencerning these rebels. In court indict-
ments they were called “bandits”’. They were hunted and exe-
cuted in Mushina, Nevy Sanch, Gribev, Bich, Kresne, and
Sanok.

In the memeory of the people remain many legends concerning
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these Carpathian bandits. In eur villages even up the present
day the old people tell stories about the glorieus leaders of the
bandit gangs, whe were net afraid of the Pelish nebles. At this
point ene can mentien a few names preserved in the natienal
legends. Out of Great Matzina came the renewned member of the
gang, Sipke, whese sword was of magic strength. Even before
Werld War I, the old felks in Matzina and Vapenna used to say
that in Kernytsky ferest, abeve Bertne, under a huge rock lie
hidden remains of that Sipke. An even mere glerious member of
the gang was suppesed te be Ivan Malik eof Restek, whe was
tortured in the prisens of Mushina and Nevy Terg. Yurke Tsiupa,
Siderik ef Blichnarka, Yatske Vatral frem Regetova, Marke and
Panke Scherba of Smerekivisa, Danile frem Hanchevy, Vasil
Bayus of Litshin, and Hritz frem Krivy stermed mainly in the
vicinity of Bich and Gerlitz and en the Ugrian side where, in the
same way in the Carpathian Meuntains, were many bandit gangs
with their atamans like Vasil Tchepetz frem Stepkeva, Senke
frem Makevitsky, Savka frem Orava, and ethers.

Beginning with the second half ef the 17th century, Peland
quickly inclines toward a cellapse. She is shaken te her feunda-
tiens by the warriers of Khmelnitsky. As the military ferces of
Khmelnitsky penetrated beyond the San, the peeple in the meun-
tains, benefitting frem this, fermed their ewn rebel forces and
attacked the households of the nebles. Seon afterwards came Swed-
ish seldiers and these of Raketchi, while en the other side of the
Carpathians there fellowed ene after anether bleedy rebellions
of the Hungarian magnates against the Hapsburgs. The Carpa-
thians find themselves under fire almest centinueusly.

In searcely fifty years after Khmelnitsky’s rebellien, P@lanel
had weakened te such an extent that Tsar Peter I could de as he
pleased there. Russian treeps entered Peland and even reached
our Carpathians, defending ene Pelish king frem anether. In-
asmuch as a part of Spisha at that time still belenged te Poland,
the Czarist troops found themselves in Spisha, making their
quarters in Lubevna.

Just before the partitions of Poland, the Lemke villages in the
Carpathians suffered much frem cenfederates of the Polish lords.
Fleeing from the Russian treeps, they, in 1769, retreated to the
meuntains and encamped in eur villages in Gerlitsky, Gribevsky
and Sandetsky counties. Groups of the Pelish gentry stermed
threugh the villages and plundered the people; these whe re-
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sisted were breught te trial in ceurts of the nebles and hanged.
But seen the Russian treeps came inte the meuntains and scat-
tered them in bleedy engagements in Sandetsky and Yaselsky
counties.

But these were already the last convulsiens of a cellapsing Peo-
land. In 1770 Austrian treeps eccupied Spisha and pushed farther
aleng the Poprad valley as far as Noevy Sanch. Seen after this ec-
curred the first partitien of Peland, in which Chervenaya Rus’
came under Austrian rule.

And so, again, all ef Karpatska Rus’ feund itself within the
beundaries of ene pewer, under ene gevernment.

Only after a final unien of Karpatska Rus’ with Austria did eur
people in the meuntains, fer the first time, find themselves under
such a pewer in which there was seme sort of legal order and a
sure, positive state administratien. In eld Hungary and Peland
there had been everlasting anarchy and wilfulness of the nebility,
where for the plain peeple it had been impessible even te think
of impreving their econemic and cultural life.

~ The Vienna gevernment, believing that the Pelish Pans weuld
strive to rebuild their Peland, endeavered to find suppert against
them in the simple, coerced peeple and ameng the natienalities
and religious sects and churches eppressed by the Pelish state.
In the times of Maria Theresa and Jeseph II, ene of the best
Austrian emperers, there was carried eut a series of referms that
lightened the cenditiens of the village folk. First of all, in the state
administratien, and the department ceuncils, and the old, rural
government, officials of the nebility were eliminated and in their
place were established imperial officials subject te Vienna. Ap-
pointed as officials were, for the mest part, Germans and Ger-
manized Czechs. The referms of 1782 and 1786 demelished the
personal dependence of villages upen landewner-nebles; that is,
serfdem, bendage, was abelished. The villagers centinued te
work for the landewners (secage), but the dimensiens of this
panschina were limited and regulated by the gevernment. |

Under the old Pelish regime it was impessible even te think
of any kind of educatien fer the peeple. Now the Austrian gevern-
ment tries culturally te lift up the Russian natienality in erder
that, in case of need, te have it in reserve against the Peles. With
especially a warm guardianship did the Vienna gevernment
surreund the Russian Uniat clergy beth in Galicia and Carpathe-
Russia. The gevernment clesed the menasteries; the huge men-
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asterial and church preperties became pessessions of the state.
In place of all this, there was established a special fund fer the
financial security of the clergy. Alengside the betterment of the
econoemic situation of the Uniat clergy, the gevernment was coen-
cerned about the raising of the level of its educatien and culture.
In Vienna, there was established a seminary for the Uniat priest-
heed, and seen afterwards in Lvev and Uzhgered. There was
established alse at Lvev a university with a Russian Language
Department. In the cities, gymnasiums were opened.

Alengside of this proceeded Germanizatien, because the Vienna
government had intreduced the German language inte the schoeels
and administratien in erder better te unite all of the previnces
inte ene whele. But, in the beginning, there was undoeubtedly an
advantage in this, because the German language and literature
opened up te the studious youth access te Eurepean learning
—something that neither the Polish ner Hungarian language in
these times could offer.

If, afterwards, Uniat Russian priests were so loyal to the Aus-
trian gevernment, then we must acknewledge that they had goed
reasen te be thankful te the Austrian Caesars. Austria breught
them eut te the peeple and gave them equal rights and privileges
with the Reman-Cathelic clergy. Frem this time en Uniat priests
could send their children te scheel. Frem ameng these children
of the priests are recruited for a leng time afterwards all of our
intelligentsia, whe guided the cultural awakening of eur people.
This, hewever, alse had sad consequences for the natienal-cul-
- tural develepment of the people; for they threw dewn the mantle
of narrew religious intelerance and cultural emptiness en oeur
entire natienal life, and clesed te the peeple the doer te true
enlightenment and progress.

In Austria, after the death of Joseph II, a sharp reactien against
his liberal referms teok place. The Vienna gevernment became
frightened of the revelutienary spirit hidden in the natienal
masses and again depended upen the reactienary schlachta and
clergy. In Galicia, the Uniat clergy previded for materially and
better educated, quickly deserted the peer masses under the yoke
of the nobility and became peolonized, in the same way as earlier
‘were polenized the Galician-Russian beyars.

The Russian language and the awakening natienal culture in
Carpathe-Russia, as well as in Galicia, feund themselves in the
grim vises of the Austrian censership, which cheked every ap-
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pearance of a free natienal spirit and natienal creativeness. The
Austrian pelice were afraid of beoks that were written in a lan-
guage closely related te the Russian literary language in use in
Russia, because this might awaken in eur peeple theughts of
their cultural unity with the Russian people in the Russian Em-
pire. But the Austrian pelice were fearful of even the vernacular,
native language because natienality in these times signified
revelution. Only the eld Church-Slavenic language was rec-
ognized as trustwerthy. And the writer whe wanted his beek te
pass threugh the Austrian censership had te aveid, en the ene
hand, such werds that were reminders of the very new Russian
literary language and, en the other, weords taken frem the living
people’s language. Even the new civil writing accepted in Russia
was suspect to the Austrian pelice. Beoks had te be printed in
Church-Slavenic letters.

'And soe the Austrian pelice, in dread of revelution and Czarst
Russia, depended upen the old, dead Church-Slavenic language
and writing, which it strengthened ameng eur people. But this
meant that the deer te education and natienal awakening was
closed te our people.

The Polish nebility coeuld net ferget its golden freedem in old
Poland and always theught ef rebellien. The Austrian gevern-
ment let leose against the Pelish nebility the serfs, whe in 1846
cut them up in bleedy fashien. But, when the danger of the
nobles’ uprising had abated, the villagers had te return again
to the drudgery of life under the nebility.

But came the histeric year 1848. Revelutien burst ferth in all
of Austria. And in Galicia the Peolish nebility grabbed for the
weapens, in erder te utilize the new calls of the masses for free-
dom, for the rebuilding ef their old, privileged Poland. When
alse the Hungarians began te revelt against the Austrian govern-
ment, then the Polish and Magyar Pans jeined hands, renewing
the old Peolish-Hungarian friendship. Pelish efficers hastened
te join the ranks of the Hungarian revelutienary army.

In this time of treubles, the Austrian gevernment again re-
membered its loeyal “Ruthenians”. Under the pressure of the
revelution, the pewer of the nebles, their way of life, were com-
pletely liquidated, because it was necessary te upheld the masses
of the people loyal te the gevernment. Uniat bisheps and heads
of religious orders rise te the defense of the dynasty and call the
people to arms against the revelutienaries. For this leyalty te
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Austria in these critical times our people received in Vienna the
title, “‘the Tyrelese of the East’.

But the revelutien was suppressed. In Hungary, the uprising
was crushed with the aid of Russian treeps sent there by Tsar
Nichelas I. In Vienna, as seen as the revelutienary sterm sub-
sided, the gevernment returned again te its old reactionary
politics: the censtitutional freedoms were remeved, and the
masses were again in the clutches and under the pewer of the
nebles and the clergy. And here they foerget the leyal “Ruthen-
ians”. Fer their fidelity they found themselves new under the
Polish and Hungarian yeke.

Austria victerieusly eutlived the revelutien of 1848, but that
was the last triumph of the old menarchy. In that revelutien
she left all of her life’s energy. She ne lenger had the strength te
go forward and develep the spirit of the new histery, but freze
in ene place like an old, petrified tree, that awaits the first streng
storm, in erder te tumble te the greund.

The Vienna gevernment returned te abselutism, but seen after-
wards war in Italy and war with Prussia shewed the entire weak-
ness of the eld menarchy. The Magyar magnates teok advantage
of the weakness of the Viennese and achieved a divisien ef the
menarchy inte twe parts: Austria and Hungary. In this twe-part
menarchy enly these peeple could develep, whe were streng
enoeugh te exert pressure against Vienna and threaten the gevern-
ment by ene means or anether. And the materially and culturally
weak peoples could find the suppert of the Viennese government
only then when they were necessary te it for seme pelitical pur-
pose. '

The Carpathe-Russian peeple oen both sides of the Carpathian
Meuntains belenged neither te ene ner the ether categories of
privileged people of old Austre-Hungary. They were peoer, cul-
turally backward, witheut an intelligentsia of their ewn, and
given up fer full expleitation te the ether peeples. An intelli-
gentsia of its ewn the Carpathe-Russians could net have, because
the Carpathe-Russian villager even after his liberation frem the
nobility was tee peer te send his children te higher scheels. True,
the Carpathe-Russians had their clergy, whe received in Aus-
tria all kinds eof privileges and materially were well provided feor.

But we must net ferget that the clergy is net the intelligentsia,
but an enclesed within itself class, a separate camp, like that of
the nebility. And the tragedy of the Carpathe-Russian people
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censisted in this, that, net having its ewn natienal intelligentsia,
which ceuld have led it in cultural develepment, it depended upen
the clergy, and gave it the direction and leadership of cultural
matters. But the clergy, just like the nebility, can enly use the
people for its ewn ends and net elevate it culturally. :

The Polish people in old Peland had the Pelish nebility, the
Russian people in Russia had its Russian nebility; but these
Schlyakticky and Dweryane were interested enly in this, that
their natienal masses remain unenlightened and poeer, because
enly with such peeple could the nebility preserve its privileges.
And the same thing is true with the spiritual estate—the clergy.
The priests are net at all interested in seeing the peeple become
educated because enlightenment of the peeple threatens their
privileged pesitien. For the cultural awakening ef the people,
the neble class can de even mere goed than the class of the clergy,
for in histery we can find examples of nebles whe became revelu-
tienaries and feught for freedem and rights of the peeple; but
histery shows ne examples of such fighters from the ranks of the
clergy.

During the first half of the 19th century, Ugerskaya Rus’, under
the influence of cultural development, steed higher than Galicia.
There was meore of the secular intelligentsia, whe were concerned
aboeut the cultural awakening of the peeple. In the persen of A.
Dobryansky, Ugerskaya Rus’ had a pelitical werker of Eurepean
caliber; whereas, in Lvev, there was enly the Poelonized, reaction-
ary clergy. But, after 1848, these beginnings ef cultural awaken-
ing of Ugerskaya Rus’ quickly were extinguished under the pres-
sure of Magyarephile peolitics frem Budapest.

The territory of Lemkovschina, te the west of the San River,
alse produced a large number of educated peeple in these times,
but they were mestly priests or the sens of priests. One of the
most remarkable Lemkes in the olden times, at the beginning ef
the 19th century, was Paul of Kresne, educated in the Latin cul-
ture. He was a professor and a poet, whe lectured at Krakew Uni-
versity and in Hungary. He published in Vienna a beek eof verse
in Latin, dedicated te semeene named Gabriel Peremyi. Frem
the Lemkes, in the 18th and 19th centuries, there came forth a
series of educated peeple, whe eccupied themselves with litera-
ture alse; but it was church literature, which did nething fer the
cultural awakening of the peoeple.

Of these writers, Vladimir I. Hiliak can be placed in the first
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rank. He wrote a series of stories that was published net enly in
Galicia, but in Russia as well. His narratives he signed with vari-
ous pseudenyms: Jeronym Anenym, Lemke-Semkeo, Ya Sam, V.
Nelyach, and se on.

But beginning with the second half ef the nineteenth century,
the cultural life of Galician Rus’ is cencentrated in Lvev. Lem-
kes, in this educatienal werk, leeked toeward Eastern Galicia and
Lvev, where quickly began a narrew, party battle between Ukrain-
ophiles and Russephiles, and centinued up te Werld War I and
the collapse of Austre-Hungary. Ukrainian animatien, based
upen the vernacular, ceuld have led te a natienal awakening of
Galicia, but the Ukrainian mevement quickly was transfermed
inte a pelitical party mevement, turned by the Vienna gevern-
ment against Russia. This divided Galicia inte twe implacable
camps and destroyed for many years the cultural werk ameng the
village people. Galicia has net werked eut a healthy natienal
censcieusness even te this day, because a healthy natienal aware-
ness is pessible enly then, when it is based upen the histerical
traditiens of the peeple and tied erganically with its past. And
the natienal censcieusness of the Galician Ukrainians was melded
by the pregram eof a pelitical party threwn by fereign (Austrian)
interests inte the battle against Mescow.

And the masses of the people remained still under the yoke of
the Pans. Neither the government ner its ewn intelligentsia did
anything in the way of their econemic and cultural uplift. Thus,
when there epened up a pessibility of emigratien te Nerth
Ameriea, the people threw themselves in a mass beyond the sea
for a piece of bread. For a period of thirty years befere the First
World War, frem Karpatska Rus’ there left fer Noerth America
frem 400,000 te 500,000 emigrants. Frem Pryashevschina and
Galician Lemkeovschina, the emigratien quickly teek en a public,
mass character; the majority of the generation growing up settled
beyond the sea. At heme enly the children and old felks remained.

In Nerth America, the Carpathe-Russian emigrants feund
themselves in completely new circumstances. There they had
freedom and a liveliheed, which fer the first time in the histery
of our people gave them the possibility of becoming independent
people. But, being culturally unprepared, these emigrants did
not knew what te de with their freedem. Their freedom and
economic independence they utilized fer the mest part enly in
the censtructien of countless churches and in religious struggles.
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Just before World War I, Galician Lemkeovschina feund itself
in even a better pesition than Ugerskaya Rus’ fer, beyond the
Carpathians, the clergy and teachers fell under complete Hun-
garianization. The Magyars had grabbed even the village schools.
On the Galician side, hewever, during the decade before the first
World War, frem beurses and higher scheels in Sanek, Gerlitz,
and Nevy Sanch, there graduated mere and mere of the village
intelligentsia. There appeared the first Lemke natienal news-
paper, “Lemke”; there were opened up ceeperatives and reading
reems in the villages. The clergy began quickly te lese its pri-
macy, and the leadership of cultural matters began passing inte
the hands of the new peeple’s intelligentsia.

But all of this cultural werk was cut shert by th e Werld War
in 1914. Herrible oppressions began. Theusands of the mest
spirited villagers and almest all of the intelligentsia were driven
to jail and concentration camps in Talerhof. Many perished on
the gallows and in the war. But this was already the last act of
the old Austrian menarchy. After feur years of war Austro-
Hungary cellapsed, and the Austre-Hungarian autherity was
swept frem the Carpathians ence and fer all.

Carpatho-Russia after the Imperialistic War. Our “Self-Determi-
nation”

The imperialistic war cest Karpatska Rus huge sacrifices,
human as well as material. Besides these people whe fell at the
frent, many ethers were murdered. Seme were “‘tried” by court
martials as “Russephiles’’ and spies; others were murdered with-
out trials by German and Hungarian gendarmes and seldiers
witheut any chance of appeal. A Russian could be shet er hung
by any German er Magyar gendarme, officer, or soldier witheut
any punishment te himself; ne ene investigated if that Carpathe-
Russian villager were in truth guilty. @ut of the thoeusands of
Galician Lemkes interned in herrible German camps, hundreds
died of typhus and hunger. Many Carpathe-Russian villages,
where terrible battles eccurred, were burnt and despoiled of sow-
ing, cattle and ether means for living. When at last came the end
of the terrible imperialistic werld war, out of all the countries
invelved the peerest and hungriest was Karpatska Rus’.

But even poorest and hungriest Karpatska Rus’ became alive
when she heard of the self-determinatien of peeples, and eur
people understood this werd of the American President Wilsen,
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and naively believed in such self-determinatien. By it eur people
understood that henceferth neither the Magyars ner Poeles would
rule ever us, that we would eurselves be the besses of eur land.
And it is net strange that Carpathe-Russians sincerely believed
in such gratuiteus freedem, for they did net understand that
there can’t be any kind of of natienal freedem under capitalistic
order, that that capitalistic erder is tightly tied with imperialism,
seizure of foreign peeples and their lands, and with natienal
oppression of weaker natiens. This we did net understand be-
cause there was noe ene to teach us. We alse did net understand the
Russian preletarian revelutien. Why, all the learning that they
gave us, was the learning in and areund the church and under
her centrel. Small wender that we believed in the “self-determi-
nation’’ of peoples large and small, that we believed in eur ewn
“self-determinatioen”’.

But when, after the fall of Austre-Hungary, the leaders of that
multi-natienal pewer already knew what they wanted, already
had werked out a pregram with their natienal erganizatiens and
knew everything abeut their ewn peeple, eur peeple during the
course of a leng bendage had been deprived of its leaders: they
had cressed ever te the camp of the ruling natiens. And, when
the time came teo step out in the name of the Carpathe-Russian
people, these whe wanted te lead did net knew whem te guide,
did net knew what ceuntry, what land, what peeple they were
suppesed te champion. They did net understand the situatien
of the Carpathe-Russian peeple, did net understand its seul,
and even did net knew its language and ethnegraphic beund-
aries. And it is net surprising that every ene of these self-styled
leaders of our people sought freedem and benefits enly for him-
self and net fer the people.

And this explains why ne peeple in these times had as much
orientation, established as many “radas’” (ceuncils) as eur ewn
Carpathe-Russians. Ne seener appeared anether self-styled lead-
er, than already anether erientatien and ‘“‘rada’”. These “rady”
multiplied like mushreems after a rain: in Lyubevna there was
organized a “rada”, in Pryashev still anether, ene in Uzhgoered
sponsored by a chapter of a church erder, ene in Mamaresh.

- The members of the Uzhgered “Russian Rada”, established by
canens at the Uzhgered church chapter, eriented themselves
toward Hungary. And the Russian Rada in Pryashev, whese
members were the old Pryashev patriets . . . eriented Carpatheo-
Russia teward Czecheslevakia.
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No less in number were the “radas’’ established in the Galician
part of Lemkevschina. There, in fact, in every district was es-
tablished a ‘“Russian Rada’ by the local district leaders. There
was such a rada in Sandetsky district, in Gribevsky, in Gerlitzky,
Yaselsky, Kresnyansky; and, in the Sanek district, there was even
proclaimed in Lupkeva a republic, called afterward, jestingly,
the “Republic of Lupkeva”.

In ene respect, all of these “radas’ in Galician Lemkevschina
were the same: all wanted te join eur people te Russia, but all
imagined, net a Seviet, but a natienal Russia. The leaders of
these radas did net understand or did net want te understand the
Russian Revelutien. They could net understand, these leaders
of eurs, neither frem ene ner the other side, ner even here in emi-
gratien in Nerth America, that the first cenditioen fer achieving
any kind of natienal, autenemeus rights fer Carpathe-Russia
was her unien, that is, a uniting inte a natien accerding te
geography, ethnegraphy, accerding te the laws of nature, lan-
guage and natienal ideelogy. When Lemkes frem Pryashevskaya
Rus’ did net care what happened te the Lemkes en the Galician
side, and Marmaresh cared net fer Uzhgered and Makevitsy,
then it is easily understoed that nebedy else was obliged te care
and fight fer that unien of these lands inte ene Carpathe-Russia.

The Unifying Werk ef the Lemkes

The Lemkes eame forth fer the unificatien of Carpathe-Russia
ata great mass Vetche (eld Slavenic pepular assembly) under the
naked sky in the village of Flerinka, Gribevsky Ceunty, en the
21st of Nevember, 1918. Teo this Vetche . . . came on feeot theu-
sands of Lemke villagers frem three southern districts: Novy
Sanch, Gribev, Gerlitz. @thers came frem the districts of Yaselsk,
Kresnyansk, Sanek; while frem the district of Noevy Toerg came
delegates from a couple of villages. Teo this Vetche Pryashevskaya
Rus’, the Ugerska part of Lemkevschina, alse sent its delegation.
Present were the former ambassaders of the Austrian Parliament,
Dr. D. Markev and the Rev. Tchaikevsky. But neither oeur old
Lemko patriots ner the stalwarts of Lvev could decide what te
do; and the fermer ambassaders could give ne advice te the Lemko
people, could net tell them which decrees te accept. All of them
waited for seme sort of a miracle frem Russia; they expected that
power would seen be in the hands of the generals and a new Tsar,
and that the Lemkeos had te wait.

Toewards the end appeared the editor D. Visletsky, and de-
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seribed the situation of eur Carpathe-Russian peeple in the
Carpathians. He explained that fer us the mest impertant thing
was net te break up inte Galicians and Ugerschane; that we, to-
gether with the Ugerskie Carpathe-Russians, comprise a national
unit geegraphically, ethnegraphically, and linguistically; make
up ene Carpathe-Russia. And, hewseever determine or decide
our brethers en the Ugersky side, thus alse must we. Mest im-
portant of all was that we net allew eurselves te be divided be-
tween twe pewers or countries. @nce eur Ugrian er Ugersky
brethers chese for themselves Czecheslevakia, under which they
wish te build an autenemeus Carpathe-Russia, then we, alse,
tegether with them must unite because by nature and by natien-
ality we beleng te Carpathe-Russia. |

In this sense, a reselution was presented te the peeple and was
adepted by them unanimeusly. Immediately there was elected a
committee that was sent te Pryashev fer mutual werk with the
Pryashev Russian Natienal Rada (Ceuncil). Inte this Rada, the
name of which was changed te Carpathe-Russian Peeple’s Rada,
entered the representatives of ene and the ether side. At a meeting
of the members of the Rada in Pryashev, Anten Beskid was elected
Chairman. He was a fermer member of the Hungarian Parliament
and the Carpathe-Russian member of the Czecheslevakian dele-
gatien at the Versailles Peace Cenference. D. Visletsky was
elected Seeretary. In Pryashev, there began te appear the ergan
of the Carpathe-Russian Peoeple’s Rada—“The Veice of the Rus-
sian Peeple,” under the editership of D. Visletsky.

Befere the Pryashev Rada was tiiis chief task: te unite in ene
autenemeus Carpathe-Russia these three parts—Prashevskaya
Rus’, the Galician part of Lemkeovschina, that is, the territery
settled by the Carpathe-Russians in the districts of Novy Torg,
Novy Sanch, Gribev, Gerlitz, Kresne and Sanek—abeut three
hundred and fifty villages of Pryashevskaya Rus’; three hundred
and fifty villages of Western Galicia, and present-day, se-called
autenemeus Sub-Carpathian Rus’—inte ene Carpathe-Russian
autenemeus land er Carpathe-Russia. But, while the Galician
Lemkes understeod this matter, that enly such an autenemeus
Carpathe-Russia can exist and develep: that witheut the Galician
part Pryashevskaya Rus’ weuld net be united with Carpathe-
Russia, eur Ugersky brethers were weakly eriented and inade-
quately pictured te themselves their future Carpathe-Russia. And
when frem the United States, as delegates of American Carpathe-
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Russian fraternal erganizatiens arrived Zhatkevich and Gardes,
they simply anneunced at a meeting of the directorate of the
Pryashev People’s Rada that they wanted nething te de with the
“Galician Lemkeos”'.

But te the Peace Cenference in Paris came oene after anether
resolutions of the Galician Lemke masses: that they protest
against the divisien of eur people between Czecheslevakia and
Poland; that they demand their unien with Karpatska Rus’. An-
toen Beskid, a member of the Czecheslevakian delegatien, alene
received such reselutiens frem 79 greups of Galician-Lemkes.
And ence, when between the stall-keeper and a Pelish delegate
a dispute arese concerning Teshin, the stall-keeper showed these
resolutions of eur Lemke masses and said that this was the first
natienal plebiscite whese resuilts appeared at the Peace Cenfer-
ence, and this plebiscite is net te the benefit of Poeland. When
the Polish delegation found eut aboeut these reselutiens, Polish
soldiers were immediately sent te eur villages and the old Ugor-
sky-Galician berder was clesed.

These resoelutiens of the Lemke groeups were signed by the
heads of the groups and the members of the Rada. And they
came in handy te the Czecheslevak delegatien in its bargainings
with the Peles about Teshin: fer such a unien ef eur people did
net benefit Czecheslevak chauvinists. They very well under-
steod that when eur peeple between the Uzh-San, en the ene
side, and the Peprad and Danube Rivers en the other, would be
united with Sub-Carpathian Rus’, then there weuld already be
mere than a millien Carpathe-Russians, and this people would
ne lenger allow itself te be denatienalized and dishenered. On
the other hand, even the Eurepean imperialists censidered it
unprefitable te acknewledge the existence of Russian people in
the western Carpathians. Only President Wilsen treated us
generously and sent te Lemkevschina Coel. Heuse, a member of
the American delegation. He traveled threugh eur villages and
made a report about the Lemkes. But this repert was net made
public. All of us knew that the Eurepean imperialists ridiculed
Wilsen and his idea of self-determination of lesser peeples; and
divided them up accerding te their imperialistic programs.

To the Czecheslevak chauvinists this beundary at the expense
of our people alse was advantageous because enly in this man-
ner could they declare Pryashevskaya Rus’ as Slevak territoery
and se annex her to Slevakia. And se, with the exception of the
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representatives frem the United States gevernment, all of the
other delegates of the imperialistic, victerieus pewers were
against the unien ef the Carpathe-Russian people and the terri-
tories settled by them inte ene autenemeus Carpathe-Russia.
Between the Galician part eof Lemkevschina and the Ugersky
part (Pryashevskaya Rus’), they left the eold Pelish-Hungarian
boeundary as the new Pelish-Czecheslevakian frentier. As re-
gards the autenemous part of Carpathe-Russia, which was te be
fermed in Czecheslevakia, the Peace Cenference did net set up
its beundaries, but determined, (in the St. Germain Treaty), that
te the south of the Carpathians must be established an auten-
omous Sub-Carpathian Russia, the beundaries of which weuld be
decided upen in cenference between the Czecheslevaks and the
Carpathe-Russians. Everyene can understand the kind of nege-
tiations there could be between the weak Carpathe-Russians
and the deminant Czecheslevak natien. As a matter of fact, these
negotiations were net even held! The Czecheslevak autherities
themselves established the beundary ef Sub-Carpathian Russia,
by means of which twe hundred theusand Carpathe-Russians in
Pryashevskaya Rus’ were cut off frem the se-called “‘autenemeus”
Sub-Carpathian Russia in Czecheslevakia alene, net mentien-
ing the other twe hundred theusand Galician Lemkes whe were
given up te the Pelish nebility fer denatienalizatien by the
great imperialistic pewers.

Sub-Carpathian Rus’

In Uzhgered, en May 8, 1919, the representatives of all the
Carpathe-Russian Radas, of fermer Ugerskaya Rus as well as
of the Galician part of Lemkevschina, gathered tegether and
created ene Central Russian Natienal er Peeple’s Rada (Assem-
bly). The Chairman selected fer this Central Ceuncil was Anten
Beskid . . . The Secretaries were Andy Gagatke, Representa-
tive of Galician Lemkevschina, and Pmitry Visletsky, Secretary
of the Pryashev Carpathe-Russian Rada, which included in its
program a united Carpathe-Russia. At this great assembly of
representatives of all the Rada, and representatives of the Ameri-
can Carpathe-Russian emigratien, it was decided unanimeusly
to join the united Carpathe-Russia te the Czecheslevak Re-
public as the autenemeus, territerially and natienally, land
with its ewn Sejm eor Parliament, Geverner, and autenemeus
officials and clerks, except fer such matters as internatienal

38



affairs, defense of the ceuntry, finances, communicatiens and
the peost office.

Many years have since passed. First of all, we see that, as re-
gards the boeundaries of Carpathe-Russia, the people’s will was
ignered. The boundary ef Subcarpathian Russia by the Czechs
(in the 1930's) is censidered te be the River Uzh. This means
that enly ene-half of Carpathe-Russian territery and enly ene-
half eof its pepulatien was censidered or set aside as the autene-
mous Subcarpathian Russia. But even werse: up te new even
this part did net receive autenemy! All ef the affairs of Sub-
carpathian Russia, even educatienal matters, are administered
and contrelled by the central autherities in Prague by means of
the officials of Czech natienality whem they sent eut there . . .

It is true that the central autherities at Prague appeint fer
Subcarpathian Rus’ a geverner of Carpathe-Russian natienality,
but this Carpathe-Russian geverner has net the slightest veice
in geverning the ceuntry. The first such geverner in 1919 was
G. Zhatkevich sent eut by the American Greek-Catheolic “Unien
of Russian Bretherheeds’ as a delegate te the Peace Cenference
and fer negetiations with the Czecheslevak gevernment. But
Zhatkevich quickly reneunced such an effice and pesitien that
gave him enly the title of geverner but ne autherity. All the
power that belengs by right te the geverner actually was in the
hands of his assistant, a Czech sent by the Prague autherities.
After Zhatkevich, Anten Beskid was appointed the Carpathe-
Russian geverner. This eld man had been first, Chairman of the
Pryashev Carpathe-Russian Rada, then Chairman ef the Central
Russian Natienal Rada. @ld Anten Beskid became centent with
the title of governer and its trappings and remained such a
titled, figurehead geverner until his death. Then the Prague
autherities appeinted anether figurehead geverner the Greek-
Cathelic priest Grabar, and he held the office until the advent of
World War II. We repeat that such a Carpathe-Russian geverner
had ne veice in the administratien of Subcarpathian Rus’. All
power resided in the hands ef efficials of Czech natienality sent
te Subcarpathian Rus’ by the autherities in Prague.

Why the Czechoslovak Gevernment Did Not Grant Autenemy
to Subcarpathian Russia.

When we, or anyene else, asks the Czecheslevak gevernment
why it, during these twenty years since Werld War I, did net ful-
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fill its ebligatiens, which were included in an internatienal
treaty after the imperialistic war and signed by the representa-
tives of Czecheslovakia, the central autherities of Czecheslevakia
reply te us and te all ethers whe are interested, that the Carpathe-
Russian people could net yet be granted autenemy because they
had net matured eneugh fer it, they had as yet ne ene capable of
governing the country. And, during the first years after the war,
one could agree with this argument of the Czecheslevak auther-
ities, because we knew in what cenditien we came out of the
terrible oppression of the Hungarian nebility. In the first place,
‘the mass of the people was illiterate and pelitically ignerant. And
the intelligentsia had completely crossed ever te the camp of
the rulers of Hungarian natienality. In all ef Subcarpathian
Russia there was net an educated persen whe knew the Russian
language! There were ne Russian scheels, and all these whe
graduated from Hungarian scheels accepted the Hungarian
language as their native ene and even in private life spoke only
in Hungarian (Magyar). The Carpathe-Russian language re-
mained only with the peeple, but it was se debased by the Hun-
garian autherities and by its ewn natienal traiters, that even
the masses of the peeple began te be ashamed of their ewn Car-
pathe-Russian language and in its place created a new, se-called
“Cathelic”, or ““Slevenian” language—that language which is
speken areund Pryashev. This is net the Slevak language, but a
mixed-up Carpathe-Russian ene (Lemke dialect).

It was clear, that in erder for Subcarpathian-Russia te receive
autenemy—the right of self-government—it was necessary to
educate new people frem the masses, with leve for its dewn-
trodden people and native language; it was necessary to awaken
our people to natienal and secial life. The Czechs, standing
higher culturally, could have helped in the cultural uplift of
the Carpathoe-Russians. But these Czechs, whe feund themselves
in pewer in the new republic, in truth were either Austrian offi-
cials or politicians; and se it was net remarkable that they
adopted the Austrian methed of ruling a country—*‘divide and
rule”. Thus, the Czecheslevak autherities, instead of helping
the Carpathe-Russian people lift themselves up culturally, be-
gan to take advantage of their cultural and natienal backward-
ness and econemic poverty for their ewn Czech, natienal and
denatienalizing purpeses.

In the first place, in Carpathe-Russia before her annexation to
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Czecheslovakia, there were ne natienalistic quarrels, there was
ne Ukrainian question. The Carpathe-Russians in their leng
Hungarian bendage had preserved their old feeling of being Rus-
sian, their Russian natienality and eld Russian language, which
was neither Great Russian ner Ukrainian, but Carpathe-Russian.
In order to divide the Carpathe-Russian peeple natienally and
linguistically, the Czecheslovak peliticians created a natienal
and language question in Subcarpathian Rus’, and divided the
Carpathe-Russians inte twe hestile camps. In erder te enroeet
Ukrainianism in Subcarpathian Russia, the Czechs sent there
Galician-emigrants, Ukrainian natienalists, whe insisted upen
the use of Ukrainian. And in erder that they might have werthy
opponents, the Czech autherities alse sent eut Russian immi-
grants, White guards er natienalists, whe streve te include the
literary Russian language in the scheols. And se, in Subcarpa-.
thian Russia, fer this same Carpathe-Russian people, both of
these natienalists premete each his ewn language, but neither
ene nor the other is the peeple’s. For this same Carpathe-Rus-
sian people in Subcarpathian Rus’ there exist twe kinds of
scheols with Great Russian and Ukrainian languages, but there
is ne scheel with the Carpathe-Russian language. There grad-
uate frem these scheels twe kinds of people: Seme of them write
in literary Russian, ethers in Ukrainian, but neither of them
writes in Carpathe-Russian which they censider fit enly for
_peasants. Newspapers and beoks are published in both llterary
languages, but net in the vernacular Carpathe-Russian.

Deesn’t such a course of affairs seem te be deliberate, intention-
al, in erder te held back pregress, the cultural pregress of the
Carpathe-Russian people? And in erder mere quickly to de-
natienalize them? Because, besides these two kinds of Russian
schoels, the Czecheslevak autherities mere and mere, in the
villages of Subcarpathian Russia, epen up Czech scheels and,
profiting frem this natienal and language battle, point te a way
“out of it in the Czech language and the Czech scheel. And, in
order to attract mere Carpathe-Russian children te Czech
scheols, they intreduce an interesting system: We all knew that
the backward Carpathe-Russian parent woeuld net, if he could
- help it, send his child te scheel at all, for the backward parent
believes neither in scheels ner in learning. And if he sends his
child te scheel, rather than tend cattle, it is enly because he fears
a monetary fine. In Subcarpathian Russia and with this view-
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point exist twe kinds ef scheels: if the child dees net come to
Russian scheel, the parent pays a fine; if he dees net attend or
is absent frem the Czech scheel, there is ne fine. For this reasen,
he registers his child in a Czech scheel.

When already such a language chaes was breught inte being
in Subcarpathian Russia, the Czecheslevak autherities wanted
te shew that they were net respensible and se anneunced that
parents could vete for their cheice of a scheel language. Se,
eighty-five percent of the pepulatien of Subcarpathian Russia
veted in faver of having the literary Russian language in the
scheols of Subcarpathian Russia, while but fifteen percent
veted for Ukrainian. It turned eut that the tendency teward Rus-
sian was far strenger; se that new the central autherities will -
suppert the inclinatien teward the Ukrainian se that it will net
expire.

Heow can ene explain this attitude of the Czecheslevak central

autherities toward the brotherly Carpathe-Russian people? @nly
~thus it is te be explained: that, frem the great success in the
building ef the Czecheslevak Republic, the heads of many
Czechs were turned; they theught that there was ne pewer that
could threaten their independence, and that they could gevern
their country witheut regard te the rights of ether natienalities,
especially the rights ef the culturally weak (Carpathe-Russian
people.) And these Czecheslevak chauvinists were, during these
twenty years, in the majerity in the Czecheslevak gevernment.
But new the majority of the Czechs in pewer already see that te
govern such a multinatienal state as Czecheslevakia, witheut
regards for the rights of ether natienalities, is impeossible; that
it 1s necessary te consider the wills and desires of all the differ-
ent peoples making up the state.

Frem the negetiations going en, between the representatives
of Subcarpathian Rus’ and these of the Czecheslovak gevern-
ment, it would seem that autenemy fer Subcarpathian Russia is
near. But altheugh Subcarpathian Russia will receive the
autenemy entitled to her, there still is a great distance to go
before our peeple beceme satisfied with their situatien. @ur
people will continue te be dissatisfied se long as she dees net
receive natienal and econemic freedem in erder that eur people
can live on their land, which has eneugh resources for their
liveliheed. But these reseurces are in the hands of ethers.
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Pryashevskaya Rus’ (Ugerskaya Lemkouvschina)

Lemkeovschina (the western part of Carpathe-Russia, about
10,000 quadratic kilemeters), is a land inhabited by the Car-
pathe-Russian people (ever 400,000), knewn as Lemkes, to the
west of the Uzh and San rivers, beyond Poeprad and Dunaets. On
this territery are te be feund upwards of seven hundred Car-
pathe-Russian Lemke villages, in a meuntaineus section, cen-
tinueus, net mixed with any ether natienality. This Carpathe-
Russian land and its people has remained up te new completely
fergotten as if condemned to death.

Once upen a time they were free, when Pelish and Hungarian
Pans did net venture inte the hills. Afterwards, the Pelish and
Hungarian states ran their boundary aleng that Carpathe-Rus-
sian land. But when Hungary and Galicia came under the rule
of the Hapsburgs, we feund eurselves under ene poewer and,
during their rule, altheugh ene-half belenged te Austria, and
the ether te Hungary, bétween us was a tie of trade and culture.
Bardioev, Lubevnia, Mezhilaberetz were, so to speak, our trading
centers, te which came Lemkeos from the Galician side; whereas
te Galician trading centers came Uhersky Lemkeos. Besides the
times of trading fairs, we saw each ether en masse during heli-
days. Alse, wealthy villagers frem the Galician side sent their
children te the scheels in Pryashev, where they taught in Ger-
man.

The peeple were censcious of their identity. But this was net
in the interests of the Hungarian autherities, and just prier te
World War I (1914), en the Uhersky side there began a forced
Magyarization. But it was difficult te Magyarize the villagers.
Only these became Magyars (Hungarians) whe finished Hun-
garian scheels in the cities: priests, teachers, and ethers.

As was already mentiened, the imperialists, after World War I,
left that beundary ameng us as the beundary between Peland
and Czecheslovakia, and the Uherska part of Lemkevina was
united with eastern Slevakia, as Slevak territery; whereas the
Galician part was joeined te ‘“Western Little-Peland”, as Pelish
territory, against the will of the Carpathe-Russian people.

Hoew did the new Slavenic autherities treat us? They treated
us in simple fashien, just as a demineering people treats a cul-
turally weaker minerity. The Slevaks, themselves net leng age
under the Hungarian yeke, denied te Pryashevskaya Rus’ the
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natienal rights of a minerity; they do net even recognize the
Carpathe-Russian natienality in eastern Slevakia. In Russian
villages in Pryashevschina, where there existed Russian Paro-
chial Scheels under the Magyar regime, new such scheels are
being shut dewn and in their places Slevak schools are being
established. Where there were Hungarian state scheels, there
the Slevaks have transfermed them inte Slevak state scheels.
In Pryashevkaya Rus’, with a pepulation of 200,000 Russians,
there is net even ene Russian high scheel.

Slevak chauvinists, erganized in a “Slevak League”, teok as
their goal forcibly to Slevakize a population of twe-hundred
theusand Russians, and in such a manner increase the size of
their ewn natien. The Slevaks theught that eur peeple in
Pryashevskaya Rus’ would net be capable of defending them-
selves. But it turned out differently. @ur people in Pryashevs-
china are already awakening net enly natienally, but are alse
class conscious. And they were awakened by the newspaper
“Lemke”, which came te Pryashevskaya Rus’ frem the United
States for a couple of years. The Slevak chauvinists grasped the
fact that the newspaper ‘“‘Lemkeo’’, and the literature of the
“Lemke Seuz” in the native Carpathe-Russian languages,
awakens Pryashevschina, and they saw te it that the autherities
at the end of 1937 put a step to the entry of the newspaper “Lem-
ke inte Carpathe-Russia. This newspaper was refused entry
enly because frem it eur peeple could educate themselves in
their ewn language; there was ne ether reasen.

We knew that all fereign Czech and Slevak newspapers, be
they fascist er communist, may freely enter Czecheslevakia;
only for lecal Carpathe-Russian newspapers and for these
published overseas are ebstacles created. Especially persecuted
is the newspaper “Lemke”, as a truthful Carpathe-Russian
organ of the people. However, ameng our people, ameng the
werkers in the emigration, and the Carpathe-Russian villagers,
there are ne enemies of the Czecheslevak State. When Czeche-
slevakia was threatened by German fascism, the entire Carpathe-
Russian people, with the exception of a couple of Magyar-
ophile priests, stood in defense of its Slavenic republic, fer its
unity and independence. Unanimeusly steed in defense of the
Republic and demeocracy eur brethers in the old country, and
the entire Carpathe-Russian emigratien in the United States
and Canada, under the leadership of its enly peoples’ Carpathe-
Russian erganizatien—‘“‘Lemkeo Seuz.”
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Galician Lemkouschina in Bondage to the Polish Pans

Worst of all lives that part of the Carpathe-Russian people
that fell under the autherity of the Polish Pans that is, the Gali-
cian part of Lemkevschina, from the River San te the Poprad
and Dunaetz. The Polish Pans (nobles) alse forcibly established
Polish scheols in our villages (in the 1930’s). These Russian
teachers, whe remained in eur villages after the Austrian re-
gime, were sent away by the Poles to the interior of Poland; and
in their place te Lemkeovschina as teachers were sent dewnright
chauvinists-fascists whe did net knew a werd of Russian. But
the Galician Lemkes are more stubbern in the defense of their
natienality than the Ugersky Lemkes. While the Ugersky Lem-
kes in their mass accept Slevakizatien almest uncencernedly,
the Galician Lemkes fight against Pelish Chauvinism. The
Galician Lemkes have ceme te an understanding with the pre-
gressive Polish village and laber erganizatiens and, in unien
with them, are stepping out inte battle with the pewer of the
Polish Pans in Peland net enly fer their natienal rights, but alse
their farming and ecenemic rights. Galician Lemkes mere firmly
held en te their Russian natienality and mere highly value their
vernacular language than de the Ugersky Lemkes. This can be
explained by the fact that, during the Austre-Hungarian rule
Galician Lemkeos had mere rights as a natienality in Austria than
their Ugeorsky brethers in Hungary; and during this peried they
acquired natienal censcieusness. For example, all of the Gali-
cian Lemkes when writing use the Russian alphabet; whereas,
of the Ugorsky Lemkeos enly a few write with Russian letters.
Half of the Russian pepulatien of Pryashevskaya Rus’ dees net
read in the Russian alphabet or letters. This explains why Car-
pathe-Russian fraternal seciety er insurance newspapers for
emigrants from Pryashevskaya Rus’ are printed, half of them,
at least, in the Latin alphabet.

And if histery has permitted the Galician Russians, er Lemkes,
better te inform themselves natienally, pelitically, and as a class,
then they must new share this with the Ugersky Russians, er
Lemkes; in fact, with all Carpathe-Russians. The Galician Lem-
kes must be these advanced, natienally and as regards class,
Carpathe-Russians; they must help all of the Carpathe-Russians
te get going natienally and culturally; they must help them unite
and win their right te natienal and ecenemic life.

Polish and Czecheslevak chauvinists censure eur natienal
mevement; they say it is ene of separatism; that if we preclaim

45



the unity ef Carpathe-Russian peeple and Karpatska Rus’, the
unity ef eur ceuntry, then we wish te deceive en the ene hand,
Peland, en the ether, Czecheslevakia. Pelish chauvinists cen-
demn eur natienal effert, stating that we want te tear away the
Galician part eof LLemkevschina and unite it te Czecheslevakia.
At the same time, Czecheslevak chauvinists accuse us of wanting
te tear away Pryashevskaya Rus frem Czecheslevakia and unite
it with Peland, because we are engaged in enlightening eur pee-
ple beth en the Czecheslevak and the Pelish sides of the berder.
Te this we ean enly reply that net enly de we net wish te betray
either the Pelish er the Slevak peeple, but that we want te help
them gain a true natienal freedem, the same kind as fer eurselves;
and that we want te live with the Pelish and Slevak neighbers
in the best harmeny and bretherheed. We are net fighting, ner
shall we ever fight, against the Pelish, Slevak, and Czech brether-
ly peeples; we want nething mere frem them except eur rights
te life en eur ewn lands; and we fight and will fight enly against
these whe deny us these rights te life and cultural develepment
en eur ewn native Carpathe-Russian land.

Carpathe-Russia can receive cemplete natienal and ecenemic
freedem enly after the decline of imperialism, threugh a natienal
secialistic revelutien, which will bring freedem net enly te eur
peeple, but te all the peceples of the werld. And in erder te liber-
ate eur peeple, gain fer them a true peeple’s, natienal, and ece-
nemic freedem, we must fight fer such freedem, tegether with all
eppressed natiens, tegether with the werking class of the werld;
we must fight against these demineering natiens . . . against
war, and against the new creature they created—against fascism.
Te fight against these enemies of mankind is pessible enly with
the help ef a natienal erganizatien.

Is there ameng us such a peeple’s erganizatien, that fights
hand in hand with similar erganizatiens ef ether natienalities
fer freedem fer all, fer the bretherheed ef natiens?

Such a Carpathe-Russian erganizatien we have; it is called
“Lemke Asseciatien.”

The Lemke Asseciation

The Lemke Asseciation was erganized in the “New Werld,”’ te
which had gene half ef the pepulatien of Carpathe-Russia. There
is enly ene ceuntry en earth which se quickly sent eut half ef
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its populatien as emigrants, and that ceuntry is eur ewn Car-
pathe-Russia. And this, eur numereus Carpathe-Russian emi-
gration in the United States and Canada, woeuld have died witheut
a trace had net her best laborer-emigrants founded the first
Carpathe-Russian cultural and educatienal erganizatien, the
Lemkeo Association. '

The beginning of this erganizatien was in Winnipeg, Canada,
early in 1929, where a few yoeung werkers, emigrants frem Lem-
kevschina, had gathered for a meeting and set up a brief people’s
program fer the erganization. They named this erganizatien the
Lemke Association because, first of all, they were Lemkos and,
secondly, because the Lemkes were the worst oppressed of all the
Carpathe-Russian people, and mest stubbern in the fight against
their eppressers.

The organizers of this new Carpathe-Russian erganizatien
wrete about it te the editers of the newspaper ‘“Lemkeo’’, which
appeared once a month in Philadelphia. When our people in the
United States found eut abeut this erganization frem the news-
paper, the meore respoensible of them began erganizing branches
of it ameng our Carpathe-Russian pepulatien. The newspaper
“Lemke” seon became the ergan of the association. At the be-
ginning of 1930, the newspaper began te be published as a weekly
in Cleveland, @hie. And in that place en February 22, 1931, was
held the first cenvention of the Lemke Association. At this cen-
ventien the by-laws of the erganizatien were accepted, and it was
decided to adopt a charter. Frem this time on, the Lemke Asso-
ciatien began te grew in the number of its branches and its
members; and mest of all did the members grow in their natienal
and class awareness. The Lemke Asseciation has during its exis-
tence caused an upheaval ameng eur emigration; it taught many
of our people to think and te read beoks and newspapers. Every
year the number of beoks, almanacs, and newspapers published
by the Lemke Asseciation increases. Early in 1936 the editerial
office of the newspaper and the office of the organization were
transferred from Cleveland te New Yeork City, in the very midst
of the Carpathe-Russian emigration. The newspaper is published
twice a week. And the Sixth Cengress of the LLemke Association
resolved to take steps toward the censtruction of a Carpathe-
Russian American Center, which is being built in Yenkers, New
York. The Seventh Cengress er Cenvention of the erganizatien
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has been anneunced for the end of @ctober 1938, in its ewn heme.
As this is being written, the Center is rapidly nearing completion.

In erder to describe this great cultural werk that is being dene
by the Lemke Asseciation fer eur emigratien and fer eur ewn
land in Eurepe, a whele beok would have te be written.

The chief merit of the Lemke Asseciation lies in this, that by
its people’s working erganizatien eur Carpathe-Russian people
proved that they want to live and develop culturally; and fer this,
their existence and cultural development, they are ready to fight
against their eppressers. Such a peeple cannet perish!
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